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Looking to God, Looking to Care, Looking to Grow 

 

About Upper Stour 
 

serving the villages of 

Bourton    

Kilmington 

Stourton 

Zeals 
 

 
 

March 2022 
Don’t forget: British Summer Time begins Sunday 27th March 

Clocks forward 1 hour at midnight Saturday 26th  
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Parish Contacts 
Clergy 

Rev Ben Rundell-Evans Priest in Charge 
Parish Office: 01747 840221 (Day off Tuesday) 

Email: revben@upperstour.co.uk 
 

Rev Mac MacCormack Associate Priest  

07470667118 (Day off Friday)  
Email: revmac@upperstour.co.uk  

 

Licensed Lay Ministers 
Brian Martin 01747 840433 
Mona Tyler 01985 844509 

 

Lay Pastoral Assistants 
Caroline Worthington 01747 840266 (also Lay Worship Leader) 

Barbara Borwell 01747 840141 
 

Enquiries regarding Baptisms/Christenings, Weddings and Funerals 
to the Parish Office 

Email: parishoffice@upperstour.co.uk  
Parish website www.upperstour.co.uk 

Facebook Group Parish of Upper Stour 
 

Upper Stour Magazine Contacts 
Editor: Celia Cotton 01985 844613 
Deputy Editor: Sue Evans 01747 840600 

Distribution Manager: Carol Affleck 01747 841359 
Treasurer: Ashley Kemp 01747 840272 

Printed by Mail&Print: Berwick St Leonard 0845 362 0983 

All items for the April 2022 issue should be sent to 
the Editor at Bay Tree Cottage, Kilmington, Wiltshire BA12 6RG 

tel 01985 844613 email celiabeale@globalnet.co.uk 

  
Contributions for the April  2022 issue should reach the Editor 

 by Friday 18th March 2022 at noon 
 

Mobile Library Times : March 2022 
 

March 10,24  Zeals  School   10.00-10.40 am 
  Kilmington Home Guard Club 11.25-11.35 am 

mailto:revben@upperstour.co.uk
mailto:revmac@upperstour.co.uk
mailto:parishoffice@upperstour.co.uk
mailto:celiabeale@globalnet.co.uk
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Message from Rev Ben 
 

Storm Eunice 

Wow, what a wind! Storm Eunice most certainly made its mark at the close of 
last month. It was a real reminder for me about the power of nature. We saw 
our schools close, bringing a rather quick end to our first half term, train lines 
in chaos, and a little more daylight through the roof of St Mary’s Church than 
any Vicar or Churchwarden would like to see! As a society, we would always 
like to think that we have a fair grip on things. Events are controllable, 
problems can always be resolved, and mere wind, rain or snow (not at time of 
writing!), is simple inconvenience in comparison to the great system of life we 
humans have become used to. And yet, our creation of which we are a part, is 
far more powerful. There is a real need to respect our creation, and storm 
Eunice was a reminder to me as to how much we need to respect and work 
with nature. Where we build, how we invest, and how we live will always make 
a difference as to how we are able to work with our environment. When we lay 
concrete, we must ask ‘where will the water go?’ When we build tall, we must 
ask ‘where will the wind go?’ When we buy some things, we must ask ‘where 
will this end up?’ Our life is wrapped up in the life of our creator, and in our 
creator’s creation. To respect our neighbour, to respect our lives, and to 
respect our God is to respect our creation. My goodness wasn’t Storm Eunice 
a reminder about the power of creation, which commands more of our respect 
in the years to come?  
 

Or on the other hand, what might Spike Milligan say about Storm Eunice?!  
 

Granny 
Through every nook and every cranny 
The wind blew in on poor old Granny 
Around her knees, into each ear 
(And up nose as well, I fear) 
 

All through the night the wind grew worse 
It nearly made the vicar curse 
The top had fallen off the steeple 
Just missing him (and other people) 
 

It blew on man, it blew on beast 

It blew on nun, it blew on priest 

It blew the wig off Auntie Fanny- 

But most of all, it blew on Granny!                        Spike Milligan 

Ben                                                   

Rev Ben Rundell-Evans 
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NEIL CURTIS 
 

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR PAINTING 
GENERAL PROPERTY  MAINTENANCE 
                   

Established 1969 

 
       PLEASE CALL  01747 840606 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
St George’s 100 Club 

 

Results for  
February 2022 

 
1st Prize 

Janet House 
 

2nd Prize 
Stephen Haskell 

A new subscription year starts in 
April and anyone not currently a 

member can join. Full details 
available from Ruth Burrows on  

01747 840371 
 

  

St Martin's 
Millennium Club 

January & February Winners 

D Corbin 
R Perrott 
R Lauder 

S Prin 
A Poynton 

G Hambidge 
D Gatehouse 

C Spencer 
J Ransome 

V Rowe 
March draw on 10th March 

at Zeals Motors 
 

Contact Nigel Blackmore 
01747 841110 
SDC Lott 842 
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Stourton Memorial Hall 
 

Located in the courtyard on the beautiful 
Stourhead Estate, the hall is covid compliant 
and offers a wonderful, fully equipped venue 
for your special occasion.  
 

For enquiries and bookings please email bookings@stourtonmh.co.uk 
or call Helen on 07971 811347                       website:  stourtonmh.co.uk 
 
 

 
Stourton Memorial Hall AGM 

The Annual General Meeting of the Stourton Memorial Hall Committee will 
take place at 1800 hrs on Friday 8th April 2022 in Stourton Memorial Hall. 
Residents of Gasper and Stourton are cordially invited to attend.  This is your 
chance to put your views to the committee as to the direction of use of the 
Memorial Hall and all are most welcome. Should village members with points 
to raise be unable to attend, their points can be put to the Secretary who will 
ensure they are raised at the meeting.  All enquiries to the Hon Sec 
at: cmetopham@hotmail.com 

 
 

 

WELDING AND MECHANICAL SERVICES 
Including Metal work and Machinery Repairs 

 

•Domestic – Agricultural – Industrial• 

•Onsite fabrication and mobile welding• 
•Bespoke ironwork, design and repairs• 

•Vehicle repairs from tractors to bicycles•  
 

DALE 07507594990 - @welderbeastuk 
 

mailto:bookings@stourtonmh.co.uk
mailto:cmetopham@hotmail.com


 

6 
 
 

 
Green Fingers:   

Notes from a Fairweather Gardener 
 

March 

 
‘March is the month of expectation’, so said the American poet, Emily 

Dickinson. We are all expecting warmer days and a more colourful garden in 

the months to come, but March can be full of surprises – the occasional warm 

day when it is a pleasure to be outside, colourful bulbs and green shoots 

showing that the plants you hoped wouldn’t catch the frost have indeed 

survived the worst of the winter.  

Now is the time to start preparing for a fruitful summer and autumn. Like many 

of us I suspect, the great lockdown of 2020 inspired me to try growing things 

that I would normally consider to be too much trouble. In particular, later on in 

March I sowed some tomato seeds for growing outdoors – you can do this 

until the middle of April. I chose to grow small fruited varieties, which I sowed 

in seed trays, covered with a clear plastic bag and kept in the conservatory. As 

always, I was surprised and delighted by the number of seeds that 

germinated. I eventually planted them out into grow bags placed by a sunny 

wall and enjoyed a wonderful harvest in late summer. If you are lucky enough 

to have a greenhouse, you can advance this whole process by a couple of 

weeks and enjoy a delicious pasta sauce using your harvest – or just eat the 

fruits straight from the vine with a good piece of cheddar and fresh bread. 

Vegetables you have grown yourself always seem to taste better, even if they 

don’t look as perfect as commercial varieties. Carrots especially seem to fall 

into this category. On our local clay soils, they can grow into strange shapes 

or sprout forked legs.  March is a good time to sow carrot seed to get an early 

crop, but you don’t have to plant them in the ground. If you would prefer to get 

more evenly shaped produce, they will grow quite happily in pots of 

multipurpose compost. The globe varieties work best, but you can grow long 

rooted types and just harvest them early while they are small. This is also a 

good time to sow parsnips ready for winter roast dinners. The seeds can take 

a long time to germinate, so sow them a little deeper and then sow a row of 

radishes on top. The radishes will mark the row while the parsnips germinate 

and provide an early summer salad crop. 

Daphne Knott 
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BOURTON GARDENING CLUB 

This month’s talk is on PEST AND DISEASE CONTROL 

Wednesday 16TH March at Bourton Village Hall 

Doors open 7pm for talk at 7.30 

Raffle and pay bar 

All welcome 
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News from Stourhead 

 
 

Splashes of colour are beginning to adorn the landscape 

here at Stourhead. 

Pearly white snowdrops, vibrant pink rhododendrons, and bursts of yellow 

crocuses can be admired in the garden. In the car park you can start to see 

the 5,000 newly planted daffodils coming into flower. It really is a lovely time of 

year as we watch nature come to life.  

And on the topic of new life; through the support of People's Postcode Lottery, 

CJ Wildlife and the Trust, one of our arable fields has been chosen to be 

repurposed into a blossoming new orchard filled with 150 different varieties of 

apple and pear trees and scattered with wildflowers. The benefit to the 

biodiversity of the area will be enormous, and we hope this will be a special 

experience for visitors as they watch an orchard grow and bloom. 

Across the Estate we are conducting many improvements in preparation for 

the year ahead. In the landscape garden, the steps between Rock Arch and 

up to the Temple of Apollo have degraded, and so we are replacing the steps 

and improving the path surface. We are also restoring the surface by the 

entrance to the Temple of Apollo and reducing the severity of the slope, which 

will help with access to the building. All vital enhancements as we care for the 

living work of art that is Stourhead! 

On 5 March we will be holding a volunteer recruitment day. Come along and 

find out how you can be involved in a huge variety of roles. You could bring 

the rich history of the Hoare family house to life, inspire our visitors as you 

welcome them through our doors or tend to the world-renowned landscape 

and gardens. Volunteering is open to everyone, whether you have just a few 

hours or a few days, we would love to hear from you. 

Lucy Fenna, Marketing & Communications Officer 
lucy.fenna@nationaltrust.org.uk or 01747 842021. 

mailto:lucy.fenna@nationaltrust.org.uk
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Mere & District 
Link Scheme 

As we enter 2022 we are 
able to look at the 2021 
statistics for the Link 
Scheme and it seems like 
we are getting closer to 
“normality”.  Link drivers 
did 982 trips in 2021 
compared with 595 in 
2020 and 1,261 in 2019 - 
a great effort from our 
reduced number of 
drivers. So, although we 
welcomed three new 
drivers recently we 
continue to have 
difficulties finding drivers 
for all the requested 
journeys and we still 
need more drivers.   
 
Link drivers use their own 
cars, give their time for 
free, are reimbursed 
45p/mile to cover their 
expenses, don’t need 

special car insurance, only make a commitment when they accept a drive, and 
have a free DBS Safeguarding check.  If you would like to find out more 
about volunteering as a driver please call 01747 860096.   
 
Our volunteer drivers are available to take you to medical appointments, 
including Covid vaccinations, and shopping. Once you have an appointment 
please call 01747 860096 to book a Link driver. As a charity we do not charge 
for trips but ask for a donation. Please try to give us 48 hours notice, if 
possible, as we cannot guarantee to arrange last minute requests.  Also, 
please remember that our co-ordinators work in their own homes so keep calls 
to 9-5 Monday to Friday and only use the 01747 860096 number.  Any other 
number you have recorded will most likely be a co-ordinator’s private number. 
Please do not use it.                                                               

John FitzGerald, Link Chair 

http://www.merelink.org.uk/
http://www.merelink.org.uk/
http://www.merelink.org.uk/
http://www.merelink.org.uk/
http://www.merelink.org.uk/
http://www.merelink.org.uk/
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Country Calendar:  March 2022 
I cannot believe it is March! Hurrah - spring is on its way, even though whilst 
writing this the weather is blowing a hoolie!  
We will be busy drilling the spring crops and feeding the winter crops with the 
nutrients cereal crops need to survive and yes, we will be using synthetic 
fertilizers, which, by the way, have risen at a very alarming rate. We also use 
our own good old farmyard manure but that is not enough on its own to 
sustain a viable crop. Organic: I can hear the comment now. Yes, they do not 
use chemical fertilizers but they do use pesticides against any infestation of 
disease or pests. They apply for a derogation order from the Soil Association 
as otherwise they would have no crop to harvest. Organic plays a part in food 
production, again for an enviable few, but it will not feed the world. This has 
been proved very recently and for one country has spelt utter disaster. Sri 
Lanka’s decision last summer to convert the country completely to organic 
agriculture banning the use of all chemical pesticides and fertilizers aiming to 
be the first country to pursue 100% organic food production resulted in an 
immediate decrease of their crops, and more worryingly the increase of rural 
poverty. For example, tea production reduced by 35%, rice by 25%, coconut 
yields by 30%. On average there was a drop of agricultural productivity by 
20%. The Sri Lankan Government were so confident that going totally organic 
would boost their economy to such a degree that they borrowed from China 
1.3b dollars to build a new port “Hambantota Port”. They soon struggled to 
repay the debt. Sri Lanka has handed over control of a strategic port on its 
southern coast to China for defaulting on their loan. If India’s population of 
more than 1 billion people were ordered to adopt the organic regulations thrust 
upon Sri Lanka’s 22 million people, we would witness a catastrophe of 
malnutrition and starvation the like of which the world has never seen. It only 
took six months for Sri Lanka to begin to recognise that its organic farming 
policy is a massive failure. The lesson is to let farmers make judicious use of 
organic and chemical inputs used in combination with other important 
technology such as integrated pest water and disease management. For Sri 
Lanka supermarkets have rationed rice sales but shortages have worsened 
with prices for rice, vegetables and other market staples doubled and rising. 
President Gotabaya Rajapaksa was forced to impose an economic emergency 
on 31 August to contain soaring food inflation. Even though the ban on 
importing chemical fertiliser has been lifted, farmers observed that most crops 
turned yellow due to a lack of minerals in the soil, and as a result, produced 
only a handful of grains compared to before when chemical fertiliser was used. 
Sri Lanka’s farmers fear the upcoming harvest will not provide enough rice for 
their own consumption, and will have little if nothing to sell.  

/continued on page 11 …  
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There is some good news, the government announced in the last few days 
compensation for more than a million rice farmers whose crops failed under 
the botched scheme to establish the world’s first 100-percent organic farming 
nation. This is a lesson to all countries:  there has to be a healthy balance. 
Food is our most important commodity. Sri Lanka’s man-made disaster will 
hopefully make others realise the fine line of getting food production right or 
creating utter devastation and suffering. As I write this, I am aware of a report 
by the United Nations that “60 million people in 33 countries suffer from food 
shortages.” For farmers here, we are now finding out what the government’s 
new green farming scheme mean for us? It is “public money for public goods”, 
with farmers funded to restore nature, nurture the soil, improve air and water 
quality, and provide habitats for wildlife through ELMs (Environmental Land 
Management Scheme). No mention of food production, Defra’s own figures 
show that 60% of the fruit and vegetables we eat is imported to the UK, mainly 
from within the EU. The Soil Association says UK food self-sufficiency has 
declined over the past decade and we have become more reliant on imported 
foods. Well, there is a telling tale and hopefully has given you all food for 
thought. Meanwhile we will just carry on doing what we are good at - 
producing good healthy food safely and securely with the highest animal 
welfare standards.   

Jane Parker 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

REPLACEMENT- Double Glazed Sealed Units,  
Handles, Hinges, Locking Mechanisms 

 

PLEASE CALL FOR A QUOTE - FULLY INSURED 
01747 841403        07963 853968 
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School News 
Whitesheet Primary 

 
Pupils, staff, and governors at Whitesheet CE 
Primary Academy are celebrating their recent 
OFSTED inspection which brought a ‘Good’ 
judgement. This highlights the continued hard work 
and dedication from the school in striving for the best 

for the all the children.  The inspector noted that: “Leaders, including 
governors, are ambitious for all pupils, including those with more complex 
need,” and that leaders “are determined that all pupils achieve well.” The 
report continues to state that: “Pupils have strong and trusting relationships 
with staff.”  Parents talk highly of the school. The inspector highlighted the 
‘family feel’ of the school and how happy the children are to attend. 
In all areas, the school is recognised for the work on school improvement and 
the report details the sustained improvements that have taken place: “Leaders 
have worked diligently on planning the wider curriculum. They make sure that 
pupils in mixed-aged classes are provided with a sequenced and organised 
curriculum.” 

There is further 
recognition that 
pupils are at the 
heart of the 
school: “Pupils are 
at the centre of this 
small, inclusive 
school... Pupils 
feel valued and 
appreciate the 
opportunities staff 
provide both in 
and beyond the 
classroom.” 
 

 
Current Head of School, Ros Baker, who took over from Vanessa Higgins, at 
Christmas after the inspection, commented: “Whitesheet is a very special 
place and this report reflects the essence of what makes this school so 
wonderful.  The children, staff and governors have all worked so hard to strive 
for the best for one another.  The report highlights this and how we “value the 
way everyone works as a team.”     
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School News 
St George’s School, Bourton 

Our school motto is “Work together, Play together, Learn together...SHINE! 
“Let your light shine” Matthew 5:16 
Our aim here at St George’s is to encourage children to flourish in a 
supportive atmosphere where developing confidence, respect, independence 
and resourcefulness is as important as achieving our high academic 
standards. Our children are the stars and they SHINE! This term we have 
certainly seen the children and staff shine in all that they do. 
It has been a busy but fun filled term and we have made the most of having a 
spring term in school this year. We’ve enjoyed getting back to having whole 
school events with house challenges, after school clubs and whole school 
assemblies. The oldest children have enjoyed representing our school once 
again in hockey, football and athletics tournaments. 
In school the children have been immersed in some fabulous learning due to 
our amazing teachers planning interesting and exciting activities: cooking, 
sewing, building and investigating to name a few. We are looking forward to 
next term with a day at the Races for our Year 5/6 children, a Pancake day 
house challenge, along with World Book Day celebrations.  
The following quote is something which resonated with our school and so I am 
just going to leave this with you as we end another happy and successful 
term.  
“We can decide to be happy. Make much out of little, embrace the warmth of our 
ordinary days. Life unfolds, as a mystery. An enterprise whose outcome cannot be 
foretold. We do not get what we expect. We stumble on the cracks, are faced with 
imperfection. Bonds are tested and tightened and out landscapes shift, in sunshine 
and in shade. There is light. There is. Look for it. Look for it shining over your 
shoulder, on the past. It was light where you went once. It is light where you are 

now. It will be light, where you will go again.”           Jill Farndale, Head Teacher 
 

St Peter’s Church Stourton 
We are sad to report that thieves have targeted St. Peter's Church again and 
have stolen most of the remaining lead off the roof.  So, we are back covered 
with tarpaulins while we assess the situation.  There are some fundraising 
activities coming up and we hope to see many of you then. 
Thank you so much in advance.      Crin Fearon and Jane Parker 

 

 

From the Registers 
Funeral  
3rd February at St Martin's Church, Zeals: George Ware 
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SERVICES FOR MARCH 2022 
 

NB:  PLEASE NOTE EARLIER START TIME OF 9.30 AM 
FOR SUNDAY SERVICES 

 
Weds 2nd  Ash Wednesday 
6.00 pm Holy Communion with Ashing at St Peter’s Stourton 
 

Sunday 6th First Sunday of Lent   
9.30 am Parish Communion at St George’s Bourton 
 
 

Sunday 13th Second Sunday of Lent 
9.30 am  Parish Communion at St Mary’s Kilmington 
   
 

Sunday 20th Third Sunday of Lent 
9.30 am Parish Communion at St Peter’s Stourton 
 
 
Sunday 27th Mothering Sunday 
9.30 am Family Service with Communion at St Martin’s Zeals 
 

Weekdays  
Mondays: 9.00 am  Morning Prayer at St George’s Bourton 
Wednesdays: 4.00pm  Midweek Communion at St Martin’s Zeals 
      (with masks & social distancing) 
Thursdays: 9.00 am  Morning Prayer at St Mary’s Kilmington 
Thursdays: 2.00 pm  Toddlers Half Hour at St George’s Bourton 

 

LATE NEWS : St Mary’s Church Kilmington 
The roof of St Mary’s was quite badly damaged by Storm Eunice.  Half a 
pinnacle was blown off making a substantial hole in the roof.  Approved 
contractors, Ellis & Co, have immediately made a temporary repair to ensure 
that the damaged area has been made weatherproof in order to protect the 
interior of the church. The insurance company has of course been made 
aware of the problem. 
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Reminders for Lent Groups 
Henri Nouwen for Lent and Beyond 

 Thank you to all those who have booked a place on the Course. it is now full 
unless we have any withdrawals. I will be sending a note to all those who have 
joined introducing the Course. We will meet 5 times during Lent on the 
following dates – March 2nd, March 9th, March 16th, March 23rd and April 6th. 
And NB we are not meeting on 30th March which will give you all a breather! 
All the meetings will be in Bourton Village Hall starting at 2.30pm. The 
sessions will last for an hour followed by tea/coffee etc and a chance for a 
chat. 
I very much look forward to seeing you all on 2nd March. Any queries or 
apologies please phone 01747 840433 or e: bookworminbourton@gmail.com. 
Thank you for your interest and support.                                 Margaret Martin 

Rest and Refreshment in Lent 
Consecutive Wednesday mornings 9th March-6th April inclusive. 

10.30am in the Parish Room at St Martin’s Zeals 
Contact Mona Tyler 01985 844509 

 

 

Mothering Sunday Preparation Workshop 
Come and join us for posy making on 26th March from 10.30 
am-12 noon in the Parish Room, Zeals Church. Posies will 
be distributed at the 9.30 am Mothering Sunday Service the 
following day. All age helpers required please, and please 
bring along scissors/secateurs. 
Donations of spring flowers, blossom, foliage welcomed - 
please leave inside Zeals Church porch in the receptacles 
provided on Friday or Saturday morning.  Refreshments will 
be provided  

Enquiries to Sue Evans 01747 840600 
 

Memorial to Jolyon Waterfield 
Jol Waterfield, who died in 2020, generously left a legacy to the 
parish. The LCCs for each of our churches and the PCC have 
agreed that a small tree or bulbs would be planted in each of our 
four churchyards in Jol’s memory, and each tree/area would be 
marked by a plaque which will read: 

 

In memory of Jolyon Waterfield 
Faithful to the welfare of the Church 

24th April 1933 - 12th June 2020 
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SATURDAY 5TH MARCH 

7.00 pm  
BOURTON VILLAGE HALL 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Make up teams of four 
or come on your own and join a team 

 

 
 

  Tickets £10        Light Refreshments 
 

  available from:      ~ and ~ 

  Zeals Post office    Cash Bar 

  Bourton Shop                                        Raffle 

  Mere Post Office              Heads & Tails 

 
 

In aid of Seeds4Success 
 

The Parishes of Upper Stour, Mere, Maiden Bradley, West Knoyle 
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 Tel: 01747 822604 email: office@cliffordtshean.co.uk 

 

• Free no obligation estimates 

• Domestic, Commercial & Agricultural Installations 

• Part & Full Rewires 

• Heating & Under Floor Electric Heating 

• Lighting Installations 

• Installation and Periodic Certification 

• PAT Testing 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

ADE WORKS  
Specialist in Disabled Adaptations 

Ramps, Key clamp handrails 
Wetrooms 

 

Building works  
Internal and external painting 

Fencing  
Concreting  

Patios and Landscaping 
Refurbishments & Extensions  

 

info@adeworks.co.uk   /  www.adeworks.co.uk 
 

01747 229029  /  07454926657 

mailto:info@adeworks.co.uk
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White Lion Inn 
 
 

 

OPEN FROM 

12 NOON-11pm 

FOOD SERVED 12-2PM AND 6-9PM 

 

High Street, Bourton, Dorset. SP8 5AT 
01747 840866           www.whitelionbourton.co.uk 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

S I L T O N   S U R G E R Y 
 

GPs Dr Neil Harding, Dr Moyra Reid 
Silton Surgery, Gillingham Road, Bourton, Dorset  SP8 5DF 

Tel:  01747 840226 
(Just off the B3092 from Bourton to Gillingham) 

We offer a wide range of services 
including family planning and travel advice. 

We accept patients from a seven mile radius. 
Same day appointments available (phone before 10.00 am) 

See Surgery Newsletter for details 
In an emergency please phone the Surgery:  01747 840226 

Repeat Prescription line: 01747 840950 

 

http://www.whitelionbourton.co.uk/
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News from Parish Councils 
 

Bourton 
I am pleased to report that Bourton Parish Council now has its own Facebook 
Group.  So far there are over 70 members of the group, which was a really 
good start, but it would be great to be able to reach out to more members of 
our community. Please see page 22 for further details. 
At the January meeting the Parish Council precept was agreed, with an 
increase of £553.41 from the 2021/22 precept. There has been an excellent 
response to the Speed Reduction Petition set up by Councillor Fran Gillett. 
The returns will be collated and reported on during the February and March 
meetings.  The Wildlife and Habitats Group have been busy, including 
extending the boardwalk on Footpath 11 and are in the process of installing 4 
new barn owl boxes. 
With the Queens Platinum Jubilee fast approaching, the Parish Council are 
seeking a volunteer/s to co-ordinate ideas and events with the school, the 
church and The White Lion Pub.  Please contact me at clerk@bourton-
pc.gov.uk if you are interested. 
Finally, the Thomas Mitchell Salver has been awarded to the Bourton 
Community Support Group for all of their voluntary work during the covid 
pandemic.  The salver is currently being held by the Chairman of the council 
but we would welcome someone from the group stepping forward to collect 
and keep it until the salver is awarded to the next group or person this year.                            

Eve Wynn,  clerk@bourton-pc.gov.uk 

 
Kilmington 

Following further discussions with the National Trust, unfortunately we have 
been unable to persuade them of the merits of our plan to relocate the existing 
hedge and create some parking spaces outside of the playing field for the 
residents of Brookside.  There are some conflicts with their terms of reference 
regarding covenants on leisure spaces. There may be a better chance of 
getting their agreement to the original plans, which were formed back in 2012, 
for a parking area to be made inside of the playing field.  This matter will be 
pursued in the coming weeks.  
From 28 February nearly all household waste collection days will change in 
Wiltshire. There will be no change to any recycling or garden waste 
collections.  You should have received a letter to let you know about your new 
waste collection day and when you should put your bin out. 
The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Monday 7 March at the 
Home Guard Club commencing at 7.30 pm – the Agenda will be available on 
our website and on the noticeboard a week beforehand. 

                         Ruth Burrows, Clerk (parishclerk@kilmingtonwiltshire.org) 

mailto:clerk@bourton-pc.gov.uk
mailto:clerk@bourton-pc.gov.uk
mailto:clerk@bourton-pc.gov.uk
mailto:parishclerk@kilmingtonwiltshire.org
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Stourton with Gasper 
Don’t forget – your general waste collection day is changing. From Monday 28 
February, nearly all general household waste collections days will change in 
Wiltshire. There will be no change to any recycling or garden waste 
collections, which will still take place on their usual day.  You should have 
received a letter to let you know about your new waste collection day. Your 
letter will let you know what your new collection day is and when you should 
put your bin out.  Please leave your bin out by 7am on your new collection day 
as the time your waste will be collected may also change. 
Surviving Winter Grant - you could be entitled to £100s off your winter fuel if 
you are on a low income and worry about the cost of heating.  Please see our 
website http://www.stourton.org.uk/  for details of the criteria required to claim 
this grant. 
Thanks to all who helped with the Stourton and Gasper annual Litter Pick on 
12th February – and thanks to all those who pick up litter dropped by others 
throughout the year. 
The next meeting of the Parish Council is on Wednesday 2 March at 6pm.  
Members of the public welcome to attend.  We are delighted that Steve Tonkin 
from Cranbourne Chase Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty will be giving a 
short presentation at the beginning of the meeting.           

       Fran Hill, Clerk clerk@stourton.org.uk 
 

Zeals 
January’s meeting was very well attended now that restrictions are being 
eased, and many points were covered, including those raised by residents and 
the agenda items. Plans are underway to organise a Jubilee Celebration Party 
on the afternoon of 4 June with fun, games, competitions, and food and 
refreshments for all ages, all taking place at Whitesheet School. More details 
will follow later.  
 Other issues discussed at some length included raising the insurance cover 
for the village hall; selecting replacement trustees for the Mere Allotment 
Charity to represent the village; formulating a restoration programme for our 
Grade 11 listed War Memorial, and, at great length, changes affecting the 
site’s facilities and the tenancy at Green Pastures. 
The village notice boards and the hugofox.com website all show minutes of 
what was a highly productive meeting.  
Councillors next meet on the evening of Thursday 17 March and it is a public 
meeting. 

Graham Edgar: Parish Clerk (kgedgar1@outlook.com) 
 

  

mailto:clerk@stourton.org.uk
mailto:kgedgar1@outlook.com
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 This group has been created to reach out to the 

community and to provide another portal to publish parish 

council related business and information, such as 

agenda’s, minutes, planning information and much more. If 

you scan this QR code, it will take you straight to the group 

page: 

1. The Purpose of the Bourton Parish Council Facebook Group 

This group has been created to provide information to the community 

of Bourton.  It is not there to provide a forum for political views, hate 

speech, verbal abuse, bullying or intimidation to the Clerk or the 

members of the council.  Please treat everyone with respect.  Healthy 

debates are natural, but kindness is required. 
 

2. Advertising 

Please do not use this group to post items for sale or for advertising 

businesses. 
 

3. Contacting Bourton Parish Council 

Please note the Clerk will not respond to comments, questions or 

requests posted on this group.  If you need to contact the Parish 

Council, please email: clerk@bourton-pc.gov.uk  

 

 

 

SIMON NICHOLLS 
 

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR PAINTING 
 

 
 
 

 PLEASE CALL FOR A QUOTE 

01747 840300 / 07852355086 
 

mailto:clerk@bourton-pc.gov.uk
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Coming up in Zeals… 

COFFEE MORNING ~~ SATURDAY 5th MARCH 

10.30-12noon   Zeals Village Hall 
A chance to bring along a friend and discuss who will be throwing their 

garden open in June! 
Or just a chat over HOT COFFEE or CHOCOLATE & CAKE 

 on a chilly morning. 
Don’t forget to Bring & Buy cakes on the produce table and the raffle 

where you never know what you might take home. 

 
VILLAGE LUNCH ~~ MONDAY 21st MARCH 

12.30 - 2pm        Zeals Village Hall 
Delicious homemade soup & crusty bread 
Cheese & biscuits, Fruit and Tea or Coffee 

All for you to relax & share with friends 
 

For the first lunch date tickets will be available (no charge from the 

Zeals shop - just pay at the door) to enable us to arrange safe 

distancing of the seating. 

And a date for your diary.............. 

ZEALS OPEN GARDENS  
& local Art & Crafts ~~18th/19th JUNE 

 
TRASH & TREASURE ~~ 23RD JULY 

Back  by popular demand . Just keep this date free and  

root out all your treasures for others to buy. 

 
          Mere Literary Festival: 
Save the Date 12-15 October 2022 
Planning is well underway for this year's 
festival:  Weds12th to Sat 15th October. 
We will be sharing our line-up with you 
over the coming months. Please put the 

festival dates in your diary and prepare for your 2022 local Literary Festival. 
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North Dorset Disability 
 Information Service 

 

• New & used equipment 
• Hire equipment 

• Disposable items 
• NHS hearing aid batteries 
• Information & Advice 

• Volunteer opportunities 

 Open 10am to 4pm Tue 
  10am to 4pm Thu 

           10am to 4pm Fri 
  10am to 1pm Sat 

3 Newbury, Gillingham SP8 4QX 
(Opposite Lidl) 

Tel. 01747 821010 
www.norddisdorset.org.uk 

 
Reg. Charity No. 1110328 

 

 

 

   

 

  

Martin Rose 
 

Electrical Contractor 
 

Tel: 01747 841352 
Mobile: 07813535799 

email: 
mrose230@btinternet.com 

 

With over 30 years experience 

 

http://www.norddisdorset.org.uk/
mailto:mrose230@btinternet.com
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Time to get walking again! 
At this time of year we start to think about the mud drying up and getting out to 
walk in the beautiful English countryside again, but where to find new and 
interesting walks?  
Walking in Wiltshire https://www.walkinginengland.co.uk/wiltshire has 
hundreds of walks to download and print, free, it also has books of walks, 
details of all the walking groups in the county and much more. Whether you 
want to walk on your own or with a group all the information is there in one 
place. John Harris (the custodian of the website) said ‘There is so much 
walking information on the web but it is difficult to find. Walking in Wiltshire 
(part of the Walking in England website) has brought it together in one place 
so whether you are walking from home, or away on holiday, you will be able to 
find a walk suitable for you’. With walks from half a mile to twelve miles plus 
long, and a note of suitability for pushchairs and wheelchairs, everyone can 
find a walk to enjoy. So, home or away, check out the websites and get 

walking!  www.walkinginengland.co.uk // john@walkinginengland.co.uk 
 

 

Boiler Servicing & Maintenance 
- Breakdowns - Repairs -  Oil - Gas - LPG – 

 

Mark Benfield 
01747 828689 or 07974 249287 
mark@mabheatingservices.co.uk 

https://www.walkinginengland.co.uk/wiltshire
http://www.walkinginengland.co.uk/
mailto:john@walkinginengland.co.uk
Mark%20Benfield%20ad.docx
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SAND & GRAVELS 

STONE & TOPSOIL 

BARK & MUSHROOM 
COMPOST 

 

LOCAL DELIVERIES 

- NO VAT 
 
 

Please call Tim or email 
01747 841184 

timrose58@hotmail.com 
 

 

mailto:timrose58@hotmail.com
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Regular Weekly Events 

 

Weekdays    Pre-School  08.45 -15.15 at the Preschool Playing 
     Fields, West Bourton [term time only] 
 

The ZAC (Zeals Daily 15.15-18.00 (17.00 Fridays) at  
AfterSchool Club) Mere Youth Centre, off White Rd, 

Mere  

     01747 840077/info@thezac.org.uk 
 
 

Tuesdays Tummies, Tiddlers & 09.15 – 12 noon at Bourton Village 
  Toddlers  Hall  
 

  Craft & Chat  2pm-4pm Bourton Village Hall 
Contact Angela Ambrose 01747 841336 

  Everyone interested in crafts welcome 
      

Beavers contact Anne Martin (ZAZU) 
anne.martin9@btinernet.com 
or by text to 07368 588270 

Tuesday Night is Beaver Night 6-7pm 
 
 

Wednesdays Bell ringing practice 19.30 – 21.00 at St Martin’s Zeals 
Contact Georgina Muir 01985 844245 
 
 

Thursdays Toddler Service    St George’s Church Bourton at 2pm 
                                        Caroline Worthington (07754 882454)  
 
 

Fridays   Friday Fun Club 10.00 - 11.30 Whitesheet School Hall 
     [temporarily suspended] 
 

Choir Practice Most Fridays (18.00-19.00) at St 
Martin’s Church Zeals.  New singers 

       welcome. Contact Tom Wheare 
    01747 840 622 

----------------------------------- 
Cubs Contact Lesley Love GSL 

lesley1ump@hotmail.co.uk 
     or text on 07967100106 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:info@thezac.org.uk
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Dates for your Diary:  March 2022 
 

Saturday  5th Zeals Coffee Morning 10.30am-12 noon, ZVH page 23 
Saturday   5th Quiz at BVH 7 pm    page 16 
Monday     7th Lunch at BVH 12.30pm, BVH   page 28 
Weds     9th Film Night at BVH 7 for 7.30pm BVH  page 28 
Weds    16th Bourton Gardening Club, 7pm BVH  page 7 
Monday    21st Zeals Village Lunch 12.30-2pm, ZVH  page 23 
Tuesday  22nd WI meeting,  7.30pm, SMH   page 28 

 

Bourton Village Hall 
 

 

LUNCH AT THE HALL – MON 7th MARCH  
Homemade soups, bread and cheese, cake and coffee.  Still only £3!  Doors 
open 12:30pm until 2pm.  All welcome.  Pay cash or contactless on the day.  
 

 FILM NIGHT – KING RICHARD – WED 9th MARCH – TICKETS £6  
Driven by a clear vision of their future, Richard Williams (Will Smith) has a 
plan that will take his daughters, Venus and Serena, from the streets of 
Compton, California to the global stage as legendary tennis icons. Together, 
the family defies seemingly insurmountable odds and the prevailing 
expectations laid before them.  
Doors and bar open at 7pm for a 7:30pm start.  Pay cash at Bourton Garage & 
Zeals Post Office or email villagehall.bourton@gmail.com to reserve and pay 
by bank transfer or pay cash or contactless on the door.  
  

HIRE THE HALL  
Are you are planning an event and need a large hall with fully equipped 
kitchen?  The main hall measures roughly 13m x 10m plus a stage for your 
DJ, quiz master, live band or other performers.  Call Heather 07849 673 670  
or h.j.ransley@outlook.com  for rates and to arrange a viewing of the hall.  
 

Kilmington & Stourton Women’s Institute 
Kilmington and Stourton WI next meets on Tuesday 22nd March w\hen the 

speaker will be Handwriting Expert John Jameson Davis 

The WI meets every fourth Tuesday of the month (unless otherwise stated)  
at Stourton Memorial Hall @ 7.30 pm. 

For further information contact 
Secretary Bernie Isted: bernieisted@gmail.com or Jane Parker 01985 844248 

 

Contributions for the April 2022 edition by 

Friday 18th March please 

mailto:villagehall.bourton@gmail.com
mailto:h.j.ransley@outlook.com
mailto:bernieisted@gmail.com

