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Parish Contacts 

Clergy 
Rev Ben Rundell Evans Priest in Charge 

Parish Office: 01747 840221 (Day off Tuesday) 
Email: revben@upperstour.co.uk 

 

Rev Mac MacCormack Associate Priest  
07470667118 (Day off Friday)  

Email: revmac@upperstour.co.uk  
 

Licensed Lay Ministers 
Brian Martin 01747 840433 
Mona Tyler 01985 844509 

 

Lay Pastoral Assistants 
Caroline Worthington 01747 840266 (also Lay Worship Leader) 

Barbara Borwell 01747 840141 
 

Enquiries regarding Baptisms/Christenings, Weddings and Funerals 
to the Parish Office 

Email: parishoffice@upperstour.co.uk  
Parish website www.upperstour.co.uk 

Facebook Group Parish of Upper Stour 
 

Upper Stour Magazine Contacts 
Editor: Celia Cotton 01985 844613 
Deputy Editor: Sue Evans 01747 840600 

Distribution Manager: Carol Affleck 01747 841359 
Treasurer: Ashley Kemp 01747 840272 

Printed by Mail&Print: Berwick St Leonard 0845 362 0983 

All items for the February 2022 issue should be sent to 
the Editor at Bay Tree Cottage, Kilmington, Wiltshire BA12 6RG 

tel 01985 844613 email celiabeale@globalnet.co.uk 

Contributions for the February  2022 issue  should reach the Editor  

 by Friday 14th January 2022 at noon 
 

Mobile Library times: see page 7 

mailto:revben@upperstour.co.uk
mailto:revmac@upperstour.co.uk
mailto:parishoffice@upperstour.co.uk
mailto:celiabeale@globalnet.co.uk
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Message from Rev Ben 
Christmas is a season in all of our calendars which comes with so many 
traditions, rituals, and expectations which give that time meaning, whether they 
are across our community, a particular part of our community, or closer to home. 
Perhaps there is a particular person who makes the Christmas pudding, 
someone who decorates the tree, or a complex cross-family rota as to whom 
we see this Christmas. All of the richness of our culminated years of traditions, 
rituals and expectations are all important factors which give our Christmas 
personal meaning. Therefore, if something gets in the way of that, it can be hard 
to ‘feel Christmassy’. I am always fascinated by the notion of ‘feeling 
Christmassy’. We all know what it means, that moment when things collide, and 
you feel a real sense that the moment you are in is really precious, valued and 
to be remembered as special. If we are able to, Christmas should always be a 
time when we set aside so many aspects of life that keep us ‘busy’ and when 
we should be able to draw closer to family.  

In Devizes we had the unusual gift of having a sacristan who was also a very 
gifted poet – Gail Foster. In one of her poems on Midnight Mass, she says: 

The truth hides in love 
Ancients priests and children know 

Its simplicity 
Love is the simplest, and yet the most complex of states of being. To ‘feel 
Christmassy’ I would suggest, it to feel loved, to feel that we are living in the 
moment, and the church may suggest that to ‘feel Christmassy’ is to feel close 
to that love of God which we are all called to witness.. The sight of Jesus in the 
crib, and the wisemen and shepherds visiting, is a real collision of the ‘ancient 
priest and children’ who know the simplicity of that love we can find at 
Christmas.  
 

It is an all too familiar Christmas Film trope, for there to be reconciliation, 
something lost that is found, or someone who is lonely finding love. Our search 
to 'feel Christmassy' is a search we should have all the time, where we seek out 
from our community those opportunities of reconciliation, reuniting, of providing 
support, and being with one another. At Christmas however, we feel this 
particularly strongly as we look to our God, born in human form in a feeding 
trough. Seeing the image or a child in a feeding trough, we understand the 
fragility of life and the need to search out that simplicity of love which brings life 
to those around us. 
 

This Christmas, I pray that we may all find that ‘Christmassy’ feeling. A moment 
where we feel we have been able to experience a little bit of the joy of the Christ 
Child, and to feel that we are able to pass on such joy and love to those around 
us.  

Ben                                                  Rev Ben Rundell-Evans 
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Whitesheet Primary School News 

Book Fair will be in school, from 25th until 30th November. There will be over 200 
titles starting from £2.99. The school can earn free books for every book sold. 
A great opportunity to help get brand new resources in the classroom. 
 

Breakfast Club is becoming very popular, and numbers are increasing. If you 
would like your child to attend, contact Mrs Smart at the school office. 
 

December is another busy month:  Celebration Worship takes place on Friday 
mornings 3rd and 10th December at 9.05 – 9.30am; parents welcome to attend. 
Our Christmas performances will be on the afternoon of Tuesday 7th  at 1.45pm 
and evening at 6pm.  
 

Friday 10th will be Christmas Jumper Day -  come to school in your festive 
jumper, and  the Christmas Craft Fayre will be on Tuesday 14th at 2pm.  
 

The Christmas Service will be at St Martin’s Church Zeals on Thursday 16th 
December at 2pm, and the Christmas party will be on Friday 17th December - 
this is the last day of term.                       

Vanessa Higgins (Head of School) 
 

The school service on the 16th will be a farewell to Mrs Vanessa Higgins, as 
this is her last at Whitesheet Primary Academy. We wish her the very best 
for the future. 

 
St George’s 100 Club 

 

Results for  

November draw: 
 

1st prize  
Jenny Morgan 

 
2nd prize  

Peta Nation 
. 

For information contact 

Ruth Burrows 
01747 840371 

 
  

 

St Martin's 
Millennium Club 

November winners 
S Thomas 
C Spencer 

S Haig 
A Wolynskyj 

J Lucas 
December draw on 

Thursday 2nd December 2021  
at Zeals Motors 

 

Contact Nigel Blackmore 
01747 841110 
SDC Lott 842 
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Green Fingers: Notes from a Fairweather Gardener: 

December and January 
 

Usually in December and January the garden tends to receive little attention 
while plants are dormant. As the climate changes, this may not always be the 
case, but it is often a bit chilly for working outside, so our focus might be turning 
to indoor gardening. 
 

House plants are enjoying a fashion revival at the moment with interior 
designers once more using them to provide a focal point or lush background for 
their design schemes. There is a houseplant for every situation, and as well as 
bringing nature inside, foliage plants in particular help to clean the air. If you 
have a hot sunny windowsill, you could plant a cactus or succulent garden. 
These plants are used to hot temperatures, so they will relish the warmth and 
thrive. This is also a good place to put your display of Christmas amaryllis.  
 

Most houseplants probably prefer an east or west facing windowsill where the 
light is still good but they will not be baked by the sun. If you have frosted glass 
in your bathroom, this could also be a good place to grow some exotic blooms. 
I have found that orchids and the brilliant red flamingo plants (Anthurium) do 
well in a bathroom.  Both of these look wonderfully exotic but are actually very 
hardy, with Anthurium in particular being almost indestructible. 
 

If you are lucky enough to have a cool conservatory, the choice of plants is even 
more wide-ranging. For a reminder of sunny Mediterranean holidays, nothing to 
my mind beats a bougainvillea. They come in a wonderful array of pink, purple 
and orange and will grow quite tall indoors, although they will need support. 
They can be transferred to the garden for a summer holiday and then brought 
indoors to brighten the winter months.  
 

Don’t despair if you only have shady corners available – most foliage plants are 
happiest there. You could grow delicate Boston ferns or sturdy sculptural 
aspidistras, a firm Victorian favourite. 
 

Finally, give a thought to how you might display your plants. A group of plants 
can often look more interesting than a single specimen. You could make a plant 
theatre wall with wooden or metal shelves, or perhaps make a hanging garden 
of air plants in the bathroom. There are so many creative possibilities that you 
might want to add some indoor plants to your Christmas list!   Daphne Knott 

 
 

Jazz Night at Stourton 
The Jazz Night at Stourton on 19th November made £1,000 for the Bosnian 
Children’s Charity and a good night was had by all!  Thank you to all who 
supported it. 
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News from Stourhead 

 
 

We are very much enjoying all the Christmas cheer that is 
currently around Stourhead, from the beautifully decorated 
house to a simple winter walk around the lake. Not 
forgetting the illuminated trail ‘Christmas at Stourhead’, 

and our winter family trail ‘Percy the Park Keeper’s winter wander’.  
 

After being closed last Christmas, we are overjoyed  once again to be opening 
the doors to the house, which has been beautifully decorated by our wonderful 
volunteers once again. Each room is decorated in a different theme and if you 
visit this December, we’d love to know which room was your favourite.  
 

A winter walk around the lake always offers some peace and tranquillity, a 
chance to escape the everyday. This year is no different with the garden open 
daily, and families will be delighted with our winter trail, featuring the much-loved 
character, Percy the Park Keeper. We hope that you enjoy the trail and keep an 
eye out for Percy’s cosy cottage when you visit in December. 
 

The third year of Christmas at Stourhead is now upon us, and we look forward 
to welcoming visitors to see Stourhead in a whole new light. With new 
installations, and old favourites such as the Cathedral of Light, we’re sure that 
this year’s trail is going to be the best yet. Tickets have been selling fast, with 
some slots already sold out, so if you want to visit this year, we strongly advise 
booking your visit and car parking in advance.  
 

Don’t forget that the shop and restaurant are open daily,  stocked with lots of 
treats for you and your loved ones.  
 

If you are keen to find out more about Stourhead or get involved in the work that 
we do, we have lots of volunteering opportunities across the property. Please 
do contact me. We look forward to seeing you at Stourhead again soon.  
 
 

Alice Moran, Marketing & Communications Officer 

alice.moran@nationaltrust.org.uk or 01747 842021 

mailto:alice.moran@nationaltrust.org.uk
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Mobile Library Times : December 2021 & January 2022 

December 
Dec 2, 16, 30  Zeals  School   10.00-10.40 am 
  Kilmington Home Guard Club 11.25-11.35 am 

January 
Jan 13, 27 Zeals  School   10.00-10.40 am 
  Kilmington Home Guard Club 11.25-11.35 am 

 

Wiltshire Council Support Schemes 
Wiltshire Council will be using a Government grant to help ensure as many 
vulnerable people as possible in the county are safe, warm and fed this winter. The 
Government’s £421 million national Household Support Grant Scheme was made 
available in early October 2021 to support those most in need across England with 
the cost of food, energy (heating, cooking, lighting), water bills and other essential 
costs. The Council was awarded £2,728,656 as part of the scheme and has liaised 
with partner agencies to agree how the money should be allocated. 
 

The aim of the scheme is to give vulnerable households peace of mind in the run 
up to Christmas and over the winter months by helping to make sure they have food 
other essentials, such as heat and electric. 
 

The money will be used for the various initiatives delivered by Wiltshire Council; 
there is no need for people to apply to Wiltshire Council for any funding from the 
Household Support Grant Scheme. Eligible people will be identified and contacted 
individually. For more information: www.wiltshire.gov.uk/benefits/household-
support-grant-winter. 
 

In addition to this support, Wiltshire Council has also provided funding for 
other initiatives, and people are asked to contact the relevant partner 
organisations for any more information they may need. If people do not have internet 
access and have no family member, friend or neighbour that can assist, they can 
contact the Council by phone on 0300 456 0100; they will be able to view the 
information for them. 
 

The Wellbeing Hub at Wiltshire Council remains available in order to provide support 
and signposting for all residents across Wiltshire, as part of the response to the 
COVID-19 Pandemic. The hub can be contacted by telephoning 0300 003 4576 or 
via e mail at Wellbeinghub@wiltshire.gov.uk. 
 

Kilmington & Stourton Women’s Institute 
There will be no meeting in December due to the Illuminations at Stourhead.  

We will be back on Tuesday 25th January for a Games Evening. 
The WI meets every fourth Tuesday of the month @7.30pm 

For further details please contact Jane Parker 01985 844248 
or Secretary Bernie Isted bernieisted@gmail.com 

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.wiltshire.gov.uk%2Fbenefits%2Fhousehold-support-grant-winter&data=04%7C01%7CCatherine.Russell%40wiltshire.gov.uk%7C73a88ca9dc5249b8245d08d9a5af9927%7C5546e75e3be14813b0ff26651ea2fe19%7C0%7C0%7C637722995869422352%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=5HBvF%2FfH7OQLa5CeMh28cKWiURqvQh%2FhZjl3bi4b83k%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.wiltshire.gov.uk%2Fbenefits%2Fhousehold-support-grant-winter&data=04%7C01%7CCatherine.Russell%40wiltshire.gov.uk%7C73a88ca9dc5249b8245d08d9a5af9927%7C5546e75e3be14813b0ff26651ea2fe19%7C0%7C0%7C637722995869422352%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=5HBvF%2FfH7OQLa5CeMh28cKWiURqvQh%2FhZjl3bi4b83k%3D&reserved=0
mailto:Wellbeinghub@wiltshire.gov.uk
mailto:bernieisted@gmail.com
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 Country Calendar:  December2021/January 2022 

The house is overflowing,  
The family have long arrived. 

It’s Christmas Eve – and if you please 
I ‘m waiting for a cow to calve. 

 

Christmas is a very special time for getting together with family and friends. 
When you have livestock, nothing changes for them, the animals do not know it 
is Christmas, so a normal day’s work is done by trying to double up things as 
much as we can the day before, then hopefully we can have a few hours to 
enjoy the day. But it is exhausting.  We are in the middle of calving and up all 
hours. After last year’s non-event, I think everyone will be making it a rather 
special occasion. As a child we always seemed to have snow at Christmas. My 
children even had a few, but the grand children not so much, if at all. We all 
know about climate change and rising temperatures, but still, everyone wants a 
white Christmas. Snow is fun for a day or two, then it makes more work, 
especially if it freezes as well. Not that long ago we had very late snow.  We 
had just put the ewes and lambs out when an unexpected blizzard nearly froze 
them to death. Fortunately we were able to get them in -  some farmers were 
not so lucky.  
I know my grandchildren will be hoping for a white Christmas on the farm. I think 
I might predict a wet stormy one. I was flicking through my most favourite book 
“The Diary of a Farmer’s Wife Christmas 1796”. The author is Anne Hughes and 
she is a kindred spirit so I find it quite therapeutic. Anne wrote :  
 “ Dec ye 15 -It had snowed so hard this 2 days, that we be quite cut off 
from every body by the deep drifts. John (husband) and sheperd did have 
to dig the sheep out to walk them home to the yards. 
 

Dec.ye 19 - The snow be all gone, and all the roads be deep in mud.”   
Rather reassuring that this still happens today. Then I 
found Anne’s recipe for a Violet Pudding “This be 
verrie good for giddiness of the head and verrie light 
and toothsome. This is how it be made: You take of 
the dried blossoms 6 handfuls, and boil gently until 
verrie tender, then chop verrie fine; next mix with 6 
eggs whipt to forth with a big spoon-ful of bee honey 
and the juice of a lemon. Put in a greased dish and 
bake till set, then drop some of the dried violets 
verrie fine and sprinkle atop and eat it with plenty of 
cream. This also being a good cure for cross 
husbands. 

 / continued on page 9 … 
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Well there you go -- 225 years on something to try for a hangover and cross 

husbands. Over to you ladies. Where are those violets ? 

A very Merry Christmas to you all and a Happy New Year.             Jane Parker 

 

Yoga Classes 
at The Studio, Gillingham SP8 4JF 

Tuesdays 7-8.30pm 
Wednesdays 10-11.30 am 
Thursdays 10-11.30 am 

ALSO: one-to-one sessions and ante-natal Yoga 

Call Jo Waldon on 07784 813037 or email jmwaldon@aol.com 
ALL ABILITIES MOST WELCOME 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

NEIL CURTIS 
 

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR PAINTING 
GENERAL PROPERTY  MAINTENANCE 
                   

Established 1969 

 
       PLEASE CALL  01747 840606 

 
 

  
 

Stourton Memorial Hall 
 

Located in the courtyard on the beautiful 
Stourhead Estate, the hall is covid compliant 
and offers a wonderful, fully equipped venue 
for your special occasion.  
 

For enquiries and bookings please email bookings@stourtonmh.co.uk 
or call Helen on 07971 811347                       website:  stourtonmh.co.uk 
 

mailto:jmwaldon@aol.com
mailto:bookings@stourtonmh.co.uk
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SIMON NICHOLLS 
 

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR PAINTING 
 

 
 
 

 PLEASE CALL FOR A QUOTE 

01747 840300 / 07852355086 
 
 

CAN YOU HELP?  
Gillingham Area Car Link needs you.  Demand for our service 
is growing and we urgently need new volunteers to join us.  
We are currently running a campaign to recruit new volunteer drivers. Demand 
for our service continues to grow and we desperately need more drivers to be 
able to help our community.  Might you be interested?  Do you enjoy driving, 
meeting and helping people? 
Gillingham Car Link drivers use their own cars to take people in the SP8 area 
who have no transport to hospital and other medical appointments. Drivers 
receive 45p a mile expenses. You decide which journeys you undertake, and 
you can limit your availability to only a few sessions a week. 
If you live in or near the SP8 area, are under 80, have a car, and enjoy meeting 
people, please contact Philip on 01747 824645 or email 
walkerphilsu@gmail.com.  We have more detailed information available. 

 

 

WELDING AND MECHANICAL SERVICES 
Including Metal work and Machinery Repairs 

 

•Domestic – Agricultural – Industrial• 

•Onsite fabrication and mobile welding• 
•Bespoke ironwork, design and repairs• 

•Vehicle repairs from tractors to bicycles• 

DALE07507594990 - @welderbeastuk 

mailto:walkerphilsu@gmail.com
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Bourton Parish Council: 

Tenders for cemetery banks and verges maintenance 2022/2024 
Bourton Parish Council is seeking quotes for a 3 year contract from 1st March 2022 

within the parish of Bourton for grass cutting, strimming and maintenance of the 

north side bank, grass cutting and maintenance of 7381 sq m of grass verges within 

Bourton, over 9 months of the year, starting 1st March.  There will also be the need 

to perform ad hoc maintenance works when needed.  These will be requested by 

the Clerk, a price submitted from the contractor and agreed by Councillors.  For 

further information, please contact the parish clerk, Mrs Eve Wynn, on: 

bourtonparishclerk@hotmail.com. by 17th December please. 

 

 

The Jam Lady is Back! 
 

I have started making my marmalades, jams and jellies once again. 
The Marmalades and Jams are £2.50 

Jellies are £1.50 
 

Please contact Elizabeth Flower at : 16 Zeals Rise, Zeals 
Tel 01747 840074 

 

mailto:bourtonparishclerk@hotmail.com
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Three Counties Choir Concert 
The Three Counties Choir will be giving an informal concert of seasonal music 
and readings in St George's Church, Bourton at 8.00 pm on Thursday 16th 
December. The programme will feature the world premiere of 'Wake!' by 
Alastair Johnston, commissioned for the occasion. 

No tickets are required and all are welcome. 

 
Christmas at St Peter’s Stourton 

This is a plea to our ever-generous parish for items we can sell to the public 
during the run up to Christmas when the church will be open and decorated. We 
expect high numbers of people visiting St Peter’s at the end of the Christmas 
lights trail.  Home-made goodies are always very popular with the passing 
public, so if you can make/find items (edible and/or non-edible) for our 
Christmas stall, please would you be so kind as to bring them to one of us 
(below) or to the church over this period. 
The plan is for the following dates:  3rd-5th Dec, 9th-12th Dec, 16th-23rd Dec, and 
some ideas are: whole cakes, brownies (boxed), biscuits, fudge, fairy cakes or 
similar.   Also of course home made jams, marmalade, chutneys etc are always 
extremely popular. 

Thank you so much to everyone for anything you might be able to produce. 

Jane Parker (jane.homefarm@gmail.com/01985 844248) or  
Celia Cotton (celiabeale@globalnet.co.uk/01985 844613)   

This is an important parish fundraiser and 
your contributions will be greatly appreciated. 

 

MERE BRANCH  
SALISBURY DIOCESAN GUILD OF RINGERS  

invite you to an  
Annual Carol Service  

St George’s Bourton SP8 5BW  

                    Friday 10th December 2021 at 7.30pm 
Following the service there will be refreshments of mulled wine, mince pies, 
biscuits, tea/coffee, and all friends and family are most welcome to attend. 

 
 

Senegal Orphanage 
Jo Waldon is collecting children’s clothes for orphans in Senegal.  If you have 
anything you could donate, please call Jenny Dee on 01747 840287 before the 
end of January. 

mailto:celiabeale@globalnet.co.uk/01985%20844613
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Christmas Dates for Your Diaries 

 

Bourton 
Diocesan Guild of Ringers Annual Carol Service 

St George’s Church Bourton Friday 10th December 7.30pm 
 

Toddlers Half Hour Carol Service  
St George’s Church Thursday 16th December 2pm 

 
The Three Counties Choir Seasonal Carol Concert 
St George’s Church Thursday 16th December 8pm 

 
Carols Around the Tree 

Breech Close Green, Bourton Sunday 19th December 6pm 
   

Christmas Eve Crib Service 
St George’s Church Friday 24th December 4pm  

  

 Kilmington 

Carol Service 
On the green by the war memorial (or at St Mary’s if wet) 

Saturday 18th December 5pm 
 

Christmas Morning Communion 
St Mary’s Church Saturday 25th December 10am  

  

 Stourton 

St Peter’s will be open and decorated every day in December and some 
selected evenings (see page 12) 

 
Christmas Eve Carol Service 

St Peter’s Church Friday 24th December 6.30pm 
   

Zeals  

Christmas Eve Midnight Mass 
St Martin’s Church Friday 24th December 11.30pm
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Sunday 5th Second Sunday of Advent   
10.00 am Parish Communion at St George’s Bourton 
 
 

Sunday 12th Third Sunday of Advent 
10.00 am  Parish Communion at St Mary’s Kilmington 
  with Fair Trade stall with Christmas goods for sale) 
 
 

Saturday 18th Carol Service at Kilmington War Memorial  

5.00 pm    Green (or in church depending on weather) 

 
 

Sunday 19th Fourth Sunday of Advent  
10.00 am Parish Communion at St Peter’s Stourton 
 
 

Friday 24th Christmas Eve 
4.00 pm Crib Service at St George’s Bourton 
6.30 pm Carol Service at St Peter’s Stourton 
11.30 pm Midnight Mass at St Martin’s Zeals 
 
 

Saturday 25th Christmas Day 
10.00 am Christmas Morning Communion  
         at St Mary’s Kilmington 



15 
 
 

Sunday 2nd Epiphany 
10.00 am Parish Communion at St George’s Bourton 
 
 

Sunday 9th First Sunday of Epiphany (Plough Sunday) 
10.00 am Family Service with Communion at St Mary’s Kilmington 
 

Sunday 16th Second Sunday of Epiphany 
10.00 am Parish Communion at St Peter’s Stourton 
 

 

Sunday 23rd Third Sunday of Epiphany 
10.00 am Parish Communion at St Martin’s Zeals 
 
 

Sunday 30th Candlemas 
10.00 am Parish Communion at St Peter’s Stourton 
 

 

 
Weekdays (December and January) 

Mondays: 9.00 am  Morning Prayer at St George’s Bourton 
Wednesdays: 4.00pm  Midweek Communion at St Martin’s Zeals 
      (with masks & social distancing) 
Thursdays: 9.00 am  Morning Prayer at St Mary’s Kilmington 
Thursdays: 2.00 pm  Toddlers Half Hour at St George’s Bourton 

 

From the Registers 
Funerals 
1st November St Martin’s Church, Zeals Sir Archie Lamb 
Baptism  
7th November at St George’s Church, Bourton Iona Fleur Hammond Peddle 
7th November at St Peter’s Church, Stourton Arthur Edward Irie Forkan 
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 Tel: 01747 822604 email: office@cliffordtshean.co.uk 

 

• Free no obligation estimates 

• Domestic, Commercial & Agricultural Installations 

• Part & Full Rewires 

• Heating & Under Floor Electric Heating 

• Lighting Installations 

• Installation and Periodic Certification 

• PAT Testing 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ADE WORKS  
Specialist in Disabled Adaptations 

Ramps, Key clamp handrails 
Wetrooms 

 

Building works  
Internal and external painting 

Fencing  
Concreting  

Patios and Landscaping 
Refurbishments & Extensions  

 

info@adeworks.co.uk   /  www.adeworks.co.uk 
 

01747 229029  /  07454926657 

mailto:info@adeworks.co.uk
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BOURTON GARDENING CLUB 
BOURTON VILLAGE HALL 

 

WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 15TH: CHRISTMAS QUIZ NIGHT 
~and~ 

WEDNESDAY JANUARY 19TH: GARDENERS’ CALL MY BLUFF 
 

ALL WELCOME TO JOIN US: GUESTS £3 
 

REFRESHMENTS, INCLUDING PAY BAR 7PM.  
MEETING STARTS AT 7.30 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Stourton & Kilmington Home Guard Club 
We are looking for a dynamic and forward thinking person to join our voluntary 
committee to continue the active support and running of our historic and ever-
growing popular members club.  
The ideal candidate will have a keen interest in and ability to use  our social 
media platforms to advertise events, publish news and manage the handling 
of associated communications, including maintenance of our web site 
content.  
The committee currently is comprised of 7 members and we meet at least six 
times a year.  
If this is something you are interested in and are looking for a new and 
worthwhile challenge please contact us via email in the first instance outlining 
how you would perform this role and any relevant experience you may 
have.  Please email:   Kilmingtonhomeguard@live.co.uk  

mailto:Kilmingtonhomeguard@live.co.uk


18 
 
 

 

White Lion Inn 
 
 

 

OPEN FROM 

12 NOON-11pm 

FOOD SERVED 12-2PM AND 6-9PM 

 

High Street, Bourton, Dorset. SP8 5AT 
01747 840866           www.whitelionbourton.co.uk 

 

 

Silton Coffee Morning 
 Thank you to all those who braved the road diversions and came to the Coffee 

Morning on 13th November.   An amazing £1,020 was raised, and already 
donations are being made from the proceeds to (mainly local) charities. 

  

S I L T O N   S U R G E R Y 
 

GPs Dr Neil Harding, Dr Moyra Reid 
Silton Surgery, Gillingham Road, Bourton, Dorset  SP8 5DF 

Tel:  01747 840226 
(Just off the B3092 from Bourton to Gillingham) 

We offer a wide range of services 
including family planning and travel advice. 

We accept patients from a seven mile radius. 
Same day appointments available (phone before 10.00 am) 

See Surgery Newsletter for details 
In an emergency please phone the Surgery:  01747 840226 

Repeat Prescription line: 01747 840950 

http://www.whitelionbourton.co.uk/
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News from Parish Councils 
Bourton 

The Parish Council have been busy considering numerous policies which will be agreed 
and adopted.  I have updated all of the policies and introduced some new ones, including 
ones for Community Engagement, GDPR, Community Grants and Social Media to name 
just a few.  Once adopted this will be placed on the village website.  At the previous PC 
meeting it was agreed that we need a dedicate Bourton Parish Council Facebook page 
and I am currently working on this.  This will be used to place anything PC-related such 
as the minutes, agendas, planning applications, public information notices, reports and 
updates from our Ward Councillor, Belinda Ridout, and a variety of other information. I 
will continue to post any relevant information for the parish by using our village website 
- Bourton Village (bourtondorset.org), the two noticeboards and by using the village 
Facebook page Bourton, Dorset | Groups | Facebook 
The current maintenance contract expires in December and an advert for this will be 
appearing in the New Blackmore Vale Magazine and in this publication (page 11).  The 
advert will contain all the necessary information for those wishing to tender. 
It was agreed not to hold a PC meeting in December and therefore the monthly meetings 
will resume on Wednesday 26th January at 6.30pm in the village hall and thereafter on 
every 4th Wednesday of the month. 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank my councillors for all their hard work and 
support over the past 12 months. I would also like to wish everyone a Happy Christmas 
and New Year.                                   Eve Wynn, Clerk (Bourtonparishclerk@hotmail.com) 

 

Kilmington 
The RoSPA inspector has visited the playing field and we now have his annual report.  
No new issues have been reported since last year’s inspection with items needing 
attention being mainly low and medium risk with no high risk.  The Playing Field 
Committee are aware of the remedial tasks which need to be completed and hope that 
the majority of these can be sorted out next Spring. 
A new planning application for the erection of a single unit of holiday accommodation at 
Street Farm needed to be considered by the PC before 18 November and as our next 
meeting will not take place until early December, comments were fed back to the Clerk 
via email.  Two members declared an interest, with the remaining Councillors offering no 
objection subject to the condition that the property shall be used for holiday 
accommodation only and for no other purpose.  Wiltshire Council’s (WC) planning 
department are now reviewing the application, with a decision expected during 
December. 
Following a resident’s concerns about the lack of footpaths along many sections of The 
Street, a request for funding for additional signage, has been submitted and was due to 
have been discussed at the WC Community Area Transport Group’s meeting on 24 

November.   
Cllr Andrew Reeves has arranged for supplies of salt to be collected from WC’s Wilton 
Depot and an updated Snow Response Plan is now on the village noticeboard and our 
website. 
WC has advised that waste and recycling collection dates will not change over the 
Christmas and New Year period, as waste collection crews will be working as normal on 

https://www.bourtondorset.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/bourton.dorset
mailto:Bourtonparishclerk@hotmail.com
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Bank Holidays Monday 27, Tuesday 28 December 2021, and Monday 3 January 2022. 
Garden waste collections will stop for two weeks over this period as normal. The last 
collections will take place on Friday 24 December and they will restart on Monday 10 
January 2022. 
We regret to report that the Frome Bus Company shopper service has had to suspend 
their services for Kilmington until further notice due to a shortage of drivers. 
As mentioned, the next meeting of the PC will be held on Thursday, 2 December 
commencing at 7.30pm at the Home Guard Club.  A report of any major items will be 
given in the February edition of this magazine but the minutes should be available early 

in January.                            Ruth Burrows, Clerk (parishclerk@kilmingtonwiltshire.org) 
 

Stourton with Gasper 
The Parish Council are working to re-site the old defibrillator in a new case so it can have 
24/7 access. In the meantime, it remains at the National Trust Visitor Centre for use 
during opening hours, 9am – 5pm every day. 
Please put in your diaries the date of 12 February 2022 for the annual village Litter Pick. 
Further information will be available nearer the date. 
Details of the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee are being discussed for the extended bank 
holiday weekend Thursday 2nd – Sunday 5th June 2022.   If you would like to be involved, 
please get in touch. 
The next meeting of the Parish Council is on Wednesday 1 December at 6pm.  Members 
of the public are welcome but please be aware that the National Trust Lighting Festival 
will be on that evening.  All members of the public are welcome to attend but will require 
a pass.  Please email me before the meeting if you wish to attend so we can arrange the 
appropriate pass. We wish everyone a very merry Christmas and happy New Year  

                    Fran Hill, Clerk clerk@stourton.org.uk 
  

Zeals 
The deadline for copy set by the editor comes one day before November’s meeting of 
the council. There has not been a meeting of councillors since the last edition of this 
publication, so up to date news is rather thin on the ground. As usual, however, minutes 
of the next meeting will be posted on the village notice boards and online 
(www.hugofox.com/community/zeals) usually within seven to ten days afterwards. 
Of immediate concern there is still time left for those who meet the qualifying criteria to 
apply for financial assistance from the Mere Forest Charities. I gather that late 
applications will still be considered. The charities exist to support residents from the 
parishes of Zeals and Mere who are in conditions of need, hardship or distress. They are 
able to support individuals with a grant before Christmas. For further details and an 
application form, residents are asked to write and enclose an A5 stamped addressed 
envelope to The Secretary, 34 Imber Road, Shaftesbury SP7 8RX. 

What a joy it was to witness the children – plus staff and helpers - from 
Whitesheet Academy attending the Act of Remembrance held on our village green. 

Their individual contributions of the poppies created during school lessons, which they 
then placed on the War Memorial, were an apt and fitting addition to what was already a 
memorable event. 
January’s meeting of councillors should be taking place on the evening of the third 

Thursday of that month.                      Graham Edgar: Clerk to Zeals Parish Council 

mailto:parishclerk@kilmingtonwiltshire.org
mailto:clerk@stourton.org.uk
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North Dorset Disability 
 Information Service 

 

• New & used equipment 
• Hire equipment 

• Disposable items 
• NHS hearing aid batteries 
• Information & Advice 

• Volunteer opportunities 

 Open 10am to 4pm Tue 
  10am to 4pm Thu 
  10am to 1pm Sat 

3 Newbury, Gillingham SP8 4QX 
(Opposite Lidl) 

Tel. 01747 821010 
www.norddisdorset.org.uk 

 
Reg. Charity No. 1110328 

 

 

 

   

 

  

Martin Rose 
 

Electrical Contractor 
 

Tel: 01747 841352 
Mobile: 07813535799 

email: 
mrose230@btinternet.com 

 

With over 30 years experience 

 

http://www.norddisdorset.org.uk/
mailto:mrose230@btinternet.com
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SAND & GRAVELS 

STONE & TOPSOIL 

BARK & MUSHROOM 
COMPOST 

 

LOCAL DELIVERIES 

- NO VAT 
 
 

Please call Tim or email 
01747 841184 

timrose58@hotmail.com 
 

 

mailto:timrose58@hotmail.com
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Regular Weekly Events 
 

Weekdays    Pre-School  08.45 -15.15 at the Preschool Playing 
     Fields, West Bourton [term time only] 
 

The ZAC (Zeals Daily 15.15-18.00 (17.00 Fridays) at  
AfterSchool Club) Mere Youth Centre, off White Rd, 

Mere  

     01747 840077/info@thezac.org.uk 
 
Tuesdays Tummies, Tiddlers & 09.15 – 12 noon at Bourton Village 
  Toddlers  Hall  
 

  Craft & Chat  2pm-4pm Bourton Village Hall 
Contact Angela Ambrose 01747 841336 

  Everyone interested in crafts welcome 
      

Beavers contact Anne Martin (ZAZU) 
anne.martin9@btinernet.com 
or by text to 07368 588270 

Tuesday Night is Beaver Night 6-7pm 
 
 

Wednesdays Bell ringing practice 19.30 – 21.00 at St Martin’s Zeals 
Contact Georgina Muir 01985 844245 
 
 

Thursdays Toddler Service    St George’s Church Bourton at 2pm 
                                        Caroline Worthington (07754 882454)  
 
 
Fridays   Friday Fun Club 10.00 - 11.30 Whitesheet School Hall 
     [temporarily suspended due to Covid] 
 

Choir Practice Most Fridays (18.00-19.00) at St 
Martin’s Church Zeals.  New singers 

       welcome. Contact Tom Wheare 
    01747 840 622 

----------------------------------- 
Cubs Contact Lesley Love GSL 

lesley1ump@hotmail.co.uk 
     or text on 07967100106 
 

 

mailto:info@thezac.org.uk
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Bourton Village Hall 
 

CHRISTMAS LUNCH AT THE HALL – MON 6th DEC  
Complimentary mulled wine on arrival.  A choice of soup, bread and cheese, 
tea and coffee, cake and mince pies.  Tickets £4.  Doors open 12:30pm until 
2pm.  All welcome.  Pay cash or contactless on the day.  
 

 DECEMBER FILM NIGHT - NOMADLAND – TUE 14th DEC  
A woman in her sixties who, after losing everything in the Great Recession, 
embarks on a journey through the American West as a van-dwelling modern 
day nomad.  Stars Frances McDormand.  Winner of Best Picture, Best Director 
and Best Actress Oscars in April 2021.  
Doors and bar open at 7pm for a 7:30pm start.  Tickets £6.  
Pay cash at Bourton Garage and Zeals Post Office  or  email 
villagehall.bourton@gmail.com to reserve and pay by bank transfer  or  pay 
cash or contactless on the door.  
 

NEW YEAR LUNCH AT THE HALL – MON 10th JAN  
A choice of soup, bread and cheese, tea, coffee and cake.  Tickets £3.  Doors 
open 12:30pm until 2pm.  All welcome.  Pay cash or contactless on the day.  
 

 JANUARY FILM NIGHT  
Films for the new year have not been chosen yet so keep an eye on village 
noticeboards and Facebook for announcements.  
 

BOURTON PLAYERS PANTOMIME – CINDERELLA  
The Bourton Players are well into rehearsals for Cinderella – oh yes they are!!  
There’ll be lots of the usual silliness so reserve the dates in your diary.  
Performances will be in the evening on Thurs 24th, Fri 25th and Sat 26th February 
with an afternoon performance on the Saturday.  Tickets will be on sale in 
February.  
 

 HIRE THE HALL  
Are you are planning an event for next year and need a large hall with fully 
equipped kitchen?  Call Heather on 07849 673 670  h.j.ransley@outlook.com 
for rates and to arrange a viewing of the hall.  
 

~ ~ 
 

Biddy Robinson is stepping down as a Trustee of Bourton Village Hall 
(Charitable Incorporated Organisation). The Trustees would like to thank her for 
all her help and hard work for more than 20 years, many of them as Treasurer. 
She has kindly agreed to continue to help the Hall as part of the volunteer team. 
We are looking for people to help the Hall move forward to meet the need for 
more amenities and activities as the village continues to grow. If you would like 
to join the Hall team please contact Heather Ransley:  h.j.ransley@outlook.com 
or any of the other Trustees: Paul Curry, Peter Williams, Trevor Knott, Nick Hall, 
Mike Chapman or Cathy Moorby.                               Your Village Needs You! 

mailto:villagehall.bourton@gmail.com
mailto:h.j.ransley@outlook.com
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Dates for your Diary:  December 2021 & January 2022 

December 
 

Monday      6th Bourton Christmas Lunch, 12.30pm BVH page 25 

Saturday    11th  Zeals Coffee Morning,10.30am, ZVH  page 26 
Monday      13th  Zeals Village Lunch, 12.30pm               page 26 
Tuesday    14th   Film Night, 7 for 7.30 pm, BVH   page 25 
Wednesday 15th  Bourton Gardening Club, 7 for 7.30pm BVH page 17 

January 
Saturday      8th   Zeals Coffee Morning, ZVH   page 26 

Monday       10th  Bourton New Year Lunch, 1230-2.00pm, BVH page 25  

Monday      17th  St Martin’s January Lunch, ZVH   page 26 

Wednesday 19th Bourton Gardening Club,  7 for 7.30pm, BVH page 17 
Tuesday     25thW I Games meeting    page 9 

 
 
 

 

Regular Coffee Mornings and Lunches return with 
festive Christmas Cheer in Zeals Village Hall  

 

 

COFFEE MORNING TO SET THE SCENE 
 

Saturday 11th December at the Village Hall, 10.30 – 12noon 
 

Enjoy a warming hot chocolate or coffee with a generous slice of cake with 
your friends & neighbours.  Festive mince pies, cakes & savouries to take 
away.   Also a raffle with wine, chocolates, biscuits & crackers etc. 
 

And then a bright new season of coffee mornings will start 8th Jan 2022 
 

THE VILLAGE LUNCH at the Hall 
 

Follows on Monday 13th December, starting at 12.30pm 
 

Festivities will begin with a welcome drink, choice of soup, cheese & biscuits, 
fruit, mince pies & coffee, as well as a draw with a few seasonal prizes. 
 

To ensure safe distancing numbers are limited so make sure you reserve a 
place by getting a ticket in advance from Zeals shop. 
 

The January lunch will be on the usual third Monday of the month (17th Jan)       
 

St. Martin’s for the Community 
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This 3-day fundraiser for the parish was very 
successful and raised the wonderful net sum of 

£4,530. 
 We were fortunate with the weather and were 
very well supported by many teams of people, 
who were all most generous with their time and 
the wonderful cakes etc they produced, not to 

mention the offerings of jams, chutneys etc which were sold on the produce 
stall. It was all very enjoyable and the core team of organisers are extremely 
grateful to everyone who contributed in any way. 
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Best wishes for a very 

Happy Christmas 

and New Year 
to everyone in Upper Stour  

 
Contributions for the February 2022 edition by Friday 14th January 2022 

please   


