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Parish Contacts 
Clergy 

Rev Ben Rundell Evans Priest in Charge 
Parish Office: 01747 840221 (Day off Tuesday) 

Email: revben@upperstour.co.uk 
 

Rev Mac MacCormack Associate Priest  
07470667118 (Day off Friday)  

Email: revmac@upperstour.co.uk  
 

Licensed Lay Ministers 
Brian Martin 01747 840433 
Mona Tyler 01985 844509 

 

Lay Pastoral Assistants 
Caroline Worthington 01747 840266 (also Lay Worship Leader) 

Barbara Borwell 01747 840141 
 

Enquiries regarding Baptisms/Christenings, Weddings and Funerals 
to the Parish Office 

Email: parishoffice@upperstour.co.uk  
Parish website www.upperstour.co.uk 

Facebook Group Parish of Upper Stour 
 

Upper Stour Magazine Contacts 
Editor: Celia Cotton 01985 844613 
Deputy Editor: Sue Evans 01747 840600 

Distribution Manager: Carol Affleck 01747 841359 
Treasurer: Ashley Kemp 01747 840272 

Printed by Mail&Print: Berwick St Leonard 0845 362 0983 

All items for the November issue should be sent to 
the Editor at Bay Tree Cottage, Kilmington, Wiltshire BA12 6RG 

tel 01985 844613 email celiabeale@globalnet.co.uk 

 
Contributions for the November issue  

 should reach the Editor  

 by Friday 15th October 2021 at noon 
 

Mobile Library Times : October 
 

Oct 7, 21  Zeals  School   10.00-10.40 am 
  Kilmington Home Guard Club 11.25-11.35 am 

mailto:revben@upperstour.co.uk
mailto:revmac@upperstour.co.uk
mailto:parishoffice@upperstour.co.uk
mailto:celiabeale@globalnet.co.uk
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Message from Rev Ben 
During my first Easter, I wrote the Parish Magazine letter as an opportunity to answer 
questions and I hoped to set the tone that our churches are always there for the 
community, open and willing to be a part of the wider community. Proving the existence 
of some sort of divine sense of humour, that same month we were asked to close our 
churches… Therefore, I would like to offer the same sort of Q and A again, with the hope 
that I won’t tempt fate!  
 

What is the church here for? In the Parish of Upper Stour, we believe that we are here 
to: look to God as we pray and live out our faith together, look to care for the communities 
of Bourton, Kilmington, Stourton and Zeals, and look to grow as a community in our love 
and understanding of one another.  
 

Who is the church here for? You! The Parish of Upper Stour is here for everyone! The 
churches physically stand within your communities because they are there for you, 
whether you have lived here for 5 minutes or 50 years, and whether you come to church 
once a week, or once a decade. 
 

Who can come to church? Anyone! Everything the church does is public and so if you 
would like to come to a service never wonder if you can - you can! 
 

Is the church unlocked? YES! Bourton, Stourton and Zeals are all open during the day 
thanks to the kind effort of many volunteers. Kilmington church is always available to be 
open on request. The Parish of Upper Stour works very hard to keep these churches 
open so that the communities have a space devoted to looking to God, looking to care 
and looking to grow. These are your churches, if you would like to say a private prayer, 
just have some quiet time or just want to visit one of the churches out of curiosity then 
please do consider these are your churches.  
 

Why go to church? Some people come to church to see friendly faces, some come on 
a Sunday for spiritual nourishment, some come because they like to sing hymns, some 
come to continue to ask about questions of faith and to journey with one another, and 
some come for all of the above! We all go to church for different reasons and you are 
always welcome.  
 

Are Baptisms free? Yes! More details are on our website. 
 

Can I get married in church? If you (bride or groom) or one of your parents live in the 
parish or has done for at least 6 months in the past, if you or one of your parents have 
habitually attended Sunday Services in the Parish for at least six months, if one of you 
were baptised in the parish or indeed if one of your parents or godparents were married 

in the parish. Put simply, the Church of England tries very hard to ensure that anyone 
who has a connection with a church can be married there, so if in doubt ask! More 
details are on our website 
 

When are church services? The services are always printed in this parish magazine 
 

I can’t get to church, can someone come and visit me? Yes! If ever you would like 
a visit then please let us know on the contact details in this magazine.  
 

Ben                                                  Rev Ben Rundell-Evans 
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Whitesheet School News 

 

The autumn term started on 6th September. It is my favourite term as I am 
excited to welcome our lovely new children and families and to hearing how our 
leavers are getting on in their new learning journeys.  
Many restrictions are no longer required in school:  face coverings are not 
needed; classes will no longer need to operate in bubbles and social distancing 
is not required; parents, carers and visitors will be allowed into the school 
building again; Celebration Worship on a Friday will be open again to parents, 
carers and families. 
Our start and finish times are the same for all children now:  8.45/9am -3.10pm. 
School lunches: we have a new provider called Dorset Meal Selector, which can 
be ordered on-line direct by families: www.whitesheet.dsat.org.uk/lunch-menus. 
Golden Eagles key stage 2 class had  a trip to Salisbury Museum on 15th 
September and Woodpeckers key stage 1 are going to the East Somerset 
Railway on 20th October. 
We are having an Open session for EYES intake children for September 2022 
on 4th and 11th October 1.30 – 2.30pm  
Half term break will be 25th – 29th October.                             Vanessa Higgins 

 

 
St George’s 100 Club 

 

Results for  

September draw: 

 
 

1st prize – Keith Hallet 

2nd prize – Clare Arber 

. 
For information 

contact 

Ruth Burrows 
01747 840371 

 
  

 

 

St Martin's 
Millennium Club 
September Winners 

 
D Gatehouse 

R Perrott 
C Pattie 

C Holman 
S Evans 

 
October draw on 7th October 

at Zeals Motors 
 

Contact Nigel Blackmore 
01747 841110  
 SDC Lott 842 

 
 

http://www.whitesheet.dsat.org.uk/lunch-menus.
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Green Fingers   
Notes from a Fairweather Gardener : October 2021 

We have been lucky this year to have had an Indian summer, which can fool us 
into thinking that winter is a long way off. However, as gardeners we always 
need to be ahead of the game and now is the time to think about how we can 
beautify our gardens through the winter and prepare for a riot of spring colour.  
One way of doing this is to plant some winter pots or hanging baskets. Those 
of us who attended the Bourton Gardening Club meeting in September were 
treated to an inspiring planting demonstration.  Personally I was amazed at how 
many plants it is possible to plant in any container – winter pansies, ajuga, ivies, 
cyclamen, conifers and grasses all made an appearance along with small bulbs 
to pop up in spring. Remember to buy your winter pansies early when they are 
in bloom to ensure plenty of blooms through the season. And don’t forget to 
feed and water your containers!  
An alternative way to bring colour as well as structure and wildlife into your 
garden is to plant a tree. The RHS has recently launched a sustainability 
strategy which outlines 10 ways in which gardeners can help to reduce our 
carbon footprint. Top of the list is to plant a tree. There is a tree for every garden, 
big or small and now is the time to plant one. We have so many beautiful native 
trees that we can be doubly eco-conscious and choose to plant one of those 
rather than an imported variety. Few of us have room for oaks but a rowan or 
crab apple can be pruned to stay quite small and will give year round pleasure 
with blossoms and fruits. An even smaller native tree, which is one of my 
personal favourites, is a spindle tree. This is an unassuming plant for most of 
the year, but in autumn bears bright pink blossoms opening to reveal orange 
berries. A veritable Zandra Rhodes of trees! 

 

Craft and Chat  
CALLING ALL CRAFTERS! Do you knit, stitch, crochet or craft in some other 
way? The craft and chatters would love to meet you. We gather every Tuesday 
afternoon in Bourton village Hall 2-4pm to craft, chat, drink tea and eat biscuits 
– sometimes cake! Beginners and experts all welcome.  Daphne Knott 
 

 

MASSIVE SECONDHAND BOOK SALE 

Mere lecture hall 

Friday 26th & Saturday 27th  November  11am – 4 pm 

Hardbacks £2 each  Paperbacks £1 each 

Railways, maritime, military history, local history, art, 

architecture, buses, biography, history, aviation, mining, waterways 

Peter Booth 
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JAZZ 

AT STOURTON 

 

THE NICK SORENSEN QUARTET 
 

Friday, November 19 at 7.30pm 

STOURTON MEMORIAL HALL 
 

Four of the South West’s finest musicians in our own backyard! 

 

Doors and bar open 7pm 
 

TICKETS £10 

From Sally Monkhouse 07979998186 or Jane Joyce 01747 840149 
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News from Stourhead 

 
 

October is a very busy time here at Stourhead as we 

prepare to welcome visitors for our beautiful autumn 

colours. If you’ve visited recently, you may have 

noticed a handsome collection of pumpkins which were grown on our 

very own pumpkin patch. We have festive plans for these, keep your 

eyes on our social media for more information! 

We also have lots planned for World Mental Health day on Sunday 10th 

October. Many visitors, volunteers and staff have already been involved 

in making milk bottle feathers as part of our ‘A Thousand Feathers’ art 

installation in the garden. If you haven’t had a chance to make your 

feather yet, there will be an artist-led workshop on the day, as well as 

poetry, movement and meditation. Nature has given us so much to be 

grateful for during the recent uncertain times, and it’s now more 

important than ever that we take care of our mental health. 

As autumn turns to winter, many of us will be looking forward with delight 

to a Christmas enjoyed with friends and family this year. There will be 

plenty of festive fun at Stourhead, the house will be decorated in its 

Yuletide finery and the magnificent lights trail will delight visitors young 

and old (book your tickets now!).  

If you want to find out more about Stourhead or get involved in the work 

that we do, please do get in touch. We look forward to seeing you at 

Stourhead. 

Alice Moran, Marketing & Communications Officer 
alice.moran@nationaltrust.org.uk or 01747 842021. 

 

mailto:alice.moran@nationaltrust.org.uk
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Country Calendar:  October 2021 
On an autumn misty morn - The distinctive hooping call –  

Canada Geese glean the stubble - Autumn’s treat with little struggle. 
 

 If I said “Geronimo” I believe I would be safe in thinking most people would 
relate it to the plight of Geronimo the Alpaca, which has been quite prominent 
in the news / media and still making news after its demise. Defra euthanised the 
animal after it twice tested positive for Bovine Tuberculosis.  
I am very sorry for the owner of the Alpaca but, on a positive note, it has 
highlighted the TB issue in cattle.  We as beef farmers have to deal with this on 
a daily basis, and for us we have to test every six months, as we are in a High 
Risk Area (HRA). Over the years we ourselves have had animals fail the TB 
test: “inconclusive” is a term we often get back after the animal is killed. The 
effects of TB on farmers and their families are horrendous - so many tales of 
utter devastation.  I know of a young couple starting out dairy farming in Devon. 
Recently after their TB test 95 of their 150 herd of milking cows failed the test, 
and they were slaughtered. Compensation does not cover their losses or the 
distress caused. 
As breeders of high value pedigree cattle, striving to produce something special 
through years of good breeding lines, we were over the moon when we 
produced Constable, a male calf. From birth we realised that he had the 
presence and the wow factor. Through a lot of hard work and nurturing he grew 
into a fantastic young bull. Coming up 2 years old he was entered for the 
Premier Limousin Sale in Cumbria, the mecca for Limousin Cattle. We were due 
our TB test which you always dread, and never more so when it came to 
Constable. He was the last one to be tested - everything else was clear - and 
there it was for all to see: a large lump on his neck. He had failed. The shock in 
the vet’s eyes said it all. Even now writing about it brings back such emotions, 
it is hard to put into words. We were duly served the official papers. We were in 
lockdown -  nothing to be moved on or off farm until we had two clear TB tests 
which, on top of everything else, writes off a huge part of your life. On the day 
of Constable’s collection, I made sure my husband was not around to see his 
pride and joy walk into the lorry; it would be just too much. I dealt with it and I 
have never forgotten walking this well-trained young bull in his prime to the lorry 
or the look of utter disbelief on the driver’s face when he took the lead rope. “A 
magnificent beast like this” he said, shaking his head as he walked Constable 
up the ramp. The pain in the pit of my stomach as the ramp was closed is 
something I will never forget. Then we waited for the results which duly came 
back “inconclusive” -  in other words no sign of TB, no lesions, probably a 
reaction to the vaccine. Compensation was an utter insult: a set figure for 
average bulls - ridiculous. No avenue for appeal or retribution. There are many 
more human stories like ours. ‘Vaccination’ everyone is shouting, and, yes there 
is one, but it has yet to be approved by the relevant bodies. Even if it is, there 
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is still work to be done on how to get round testing animals after vaccination 
because in trials 85% test positive for TB. They call this a false positive.  
In New Zealand they have used the TB vaccination, which worked because it 
was combined with the mass culling of possums which was the connecting TB 
transmitter to cattle. They cleared the problematic areas and reintroduced 
healthy possums-vaccinated cattle with positive results. Vaccinating alone will 
not work. Vaccinating our connecting transmitter - the badger - will not work 
either because it is simply not practicable. How many badgers are there? Where 
are they? Then there is the ugly word COST. Defra have been under pressure 
for years from the farming fraternity but it is only now, because of one alpaca, 
that the country has taken an interest. The pictures of Geronimo being dragged 
away to slaughter has moved the nation, but to what end? In real life this is 
happening every day for livestock farmers.  
We had a young female cow that tested positive very recently. We do not get a 
second chance like the alpaca, and the results came back that she had lesions. 
they were cultured over a period of 5 months, and eventually we got a confirmed 
positive-  the animal had TB. In that instance it was correct, I suspect Geronimo 
will be the same result.  I was pleased to hear that Defra, after saying they would 
not be issuing any licences, have now given out 40 for new culling areas of 
badgers, but it is not enough. It does not even touch the surface. Defra are doing 
too little too late.  The Government needs to follow other countries and how they 
have dealt with TB, like New Zealand. Until then there are going to be many 
more Geronimos.  
I have one last thing to say. From March 2020 to March 2021 28,356k cattle 
were destroyed in England due to TB - in a twelve-month period alone, and this 
does not include Scotland or Wales. These are not just numbers - they will be 
attached to many distressing stories which have huge ramifications for many 
people and farming families severely affected by the loss of their animals -  not 
just their income but their mental health and the stress of living constantly with 
the threat of losing more. How is it no one has batted an eye over these numbers 
yet with one alpaca and the country takes note?  
One alpaca against 28,356 cattle …..                                               Jane Parker 

 
 

Kilmington & Stourton Women’s Institute 
The next meeting will be on 26th October 2021 at Stourton Memorial Hall 

when the Speaker will be 
Charlotte Popescu on "Keeping Hens in the Garden" 

 

The WI meets every fourth Tuesday of the month @7.30pm 
For further details please contact Jane Parker 01985 844248 

or Secretary Bernie Isted bernieisted@gmail.com 

mailto:bernieisted@gmail.com
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SIMON NICHOLLS 
 

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR PAINTING 
 

 

 
 

 PLEASE CALL FOR A QUOTE 

01747 840300 

07852355086 
 

 
 

 

Bourton September Show 
Our September Show, held in Bourton Village hall this year, was a great 
success with more entries than before, making a wonderful display. Thanks to 
all those who entered and helped on the day. Below are the winners in the 
various categories: 
 

Fruit & Vegetable Shield: David Barton 
Flower cup:  Viv Sturt  

Domestic: Marjorie Stratton  
Handicraft: Gina Salter  

The Fran Summerfield cup for the most 
points in the show:  David Barton 

 

 

 
 

£350 was raised for St George’s 
church. 

 
 
 

    
 

 
Carolyn Green & Glenis Allen 
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Monarch’s Way Lecture  
 “Escape or Die” by Paul Cordle 

Friday 22nd October (6.30 for 7pm)  
at St Martin’s Church, Zeals 

The fascinating story of Charles II’s escape through Somerset & Wiltshire  
DO NOT MISS THIS!. 

Tickets £10 from Zeals Garage or cheques to Friends of St Martin’s Zeals 
with SAE to 3 New Road, Zeals BA12 6NA. 

 

Become a Citizens Advice Adviser! 
The hugely valued Citizens Advice service depends on volunteers 
like YOU!  I have been volunteering for many years - it is a really 
interesting job. Please do consider becoming an adviser - have a 
look a look at the Volunteer Description below and for more details 
contact me or Elaine who would be very pleased to hear from you.        
Catherine Spencer 01747 840153. 

What you will do: 

● support clients to resolve their problems 

● take part in research and campaign work 
What’s in it for you? 

● make a difference to people’s lives 
● Be part of a supportive team. 
● No experience necessary, you’ll receive full training. 

What do you need to have? 
You don’t need specific qualifications or skills but you’ll need to: 

● be non-judgmental  
● have good IT, problem solving and communication skills 

How much time do you need to give?  7 hours per week  
Contact details : For more information, please email Elaine Morley on advice-
nd@centralca.org.uk or call 01747 835016 
 

NEIL CURTIS 
INTERIOR & EXTERIOR PAINTING 

GENERAL PROPERTY  MAINTENANCE 
                   

Established 1969 

PLEASE CALL  01747 840606 

mailto:advice-nd@centralca.org.uk
mailto:advice-nd@centralca.org.uk
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We will be singing hymns in church from now on! 
 

Sunday 3rd 18th Sunday after Trinity   
10.00 am Parish Communion at St George’s Bourton 
 

Sunday 10th 19th Sunday after Trinity 
10.00 am Parish Communion at St Mary’s Kilmington 
3.00 pm Harvest Praise Family Service at Home Farm, Stourton 
  (see below) 
 

Sunday 17th 20th Sunday after Trinity 
10.00 am Parish Communion at St Peter’s Stourton 
 

Sunday 24th  Bible Sunday 
10.00 am Parish Communion at St Martin’s Zeals 
  Preacher Dr Jayme Reaves of Sarum College 
 

Sunday 31st All Saints                          CLOCKS BACK ONE HOUR 

10.00 am Parish Communion at St Peter’s Stourton 
4.00 pm All Souls Service at St Peter’s Stourton 
 

November 
Sunday 7th  3rd Sunday before Avent  
10.00 am Parish Communion at St George’s Bourton 
 

Weekdays 
Mondays: 9.00 am   Morning Prayer at St George’s Bourton 
Wednesdays 4.00 pm   Afternoon Prayer at St Martin’s Zeals 
Thursdays 9.00 am   Morning Prayer at St Mary’s Kilmington 
 

           Service of Harvest Praise   
Sunday 10th October at 3pm 

All Age Service with Scarecrow Competition 
Prizes include best Junior and Senior exhibitor 

 

at Home Farm, Stourton BA12 6QL 
by kind permission of Harry & Jane Parker 

Harvest gifts will be welcomed; auction following the Service 
Proceeds to RABI (Royal Agricultural Benevolent Institute)  

Enquires to Rev Ben Rundell 01747 840221 or Barbara Borwell 01747 840141 
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From the Registers 

Wedding 
11th September at St Peter’s, Stourton: Paul Griffin and Joelle Haylock 

Baptism  
5th September at St Martin’s Church, Zeals : Olivia Snook  
12th September at St Peter’s Church, Stourton : Theodore Topham  

 
 

 

Parish Catering Days – Resumed! 
 

The parish will resume catering days fundraising  in October as follows:  

Friday 22nd October from 1pm, Saturday 23rd October all day,  
Sunday 24th October all day. 

We would be so grateful to anyone who can help on any or all of these days, 
and/or who could make cakes, flapjacks etc.  We will also have a Produce Table 
and would welcome home made chutneys, jams and other home produce. 
 

PLEASE HELP IF YOU CAN 
 

Contacts: Jane Parker 01984 844248 jane@homefarm.co.uk, or Celia Cotton 
01985 844613 celiabeale@globalnet.co.uk, or Carol Affleck 01747 841359 
cam@caffleck.com or Sue Evans 01747 840600 smebad@btinternet.com 
 

 
 

ROSE MEMORIAL PEDESTAL 
St George’s Flower Group 

The creation of the Rose Pedestal will be resumed this year. 
 

For All Saints/All Souls on Sunday 14th November we will again create a 
pedestal of red roses especially as a Remembrance to loved ones in the 

parish whose names are recorded in our Commemoration Book 
We will also especially be remembering all those who have been  

lost to Covid. 
If you wish to remember a family member, friend or companion, please 

forward name(s) – printed please - in an envelope + donation to  
Barbara Borwell, 25 New Close, Bourton/01747 840141  

no later than 5th November 2021   

mailto:jane@homefarm.co.uk
mailto:celiabeale@globalnet.co.uk
mailto:cam@caffleck.com
mailto:smebad@btinternet.com
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 Tel: 01747 822604 email: office@cliffordtshean.co.uk 

 

• Free no obligation estimates 

• Domestic, Commercial & Agricultural Installations 

• Part & Full Rewires 

• Heating & Under Floor Electric Heating 

• Lighting Installations 

• Installation and Periodic Certification 

• PAT Testing 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

ADE WORKS  
Specialist in Disabled Adaptations 

Ramps, Key clamp handrails 
Wetrooms 

 

Building works  
Internal and external painting 

Fencing  
Concreting  

Patios and Landscaping 
Refurbishments & Extensions  

 

info@adeworks.co.uk   /  www.adeworks.co.uk 
 

01747 229029  /  07454926657 

mailto:info@adeworks.co.uk
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Mere Literary Festival 11 - 15 October 2021 
Programmes for the 2021 Festival are available from www.mereliteraryfestival.com, 
and hard copies will be in local shops, libraries and cafes. We have a great line up 
of authors coming to us in October. 

Tickets are on sale now 
The Mere Literary Festival is the fundraising arm of the Mere & District Link Scheme 
(Registered Charity No. 1062328) which is a local voluntary group based in Mere. 

 
 

 

Stourton Memorial Hall 
 

Located in the courtyard on the beautiful 
Stourhead Estate, the hall is covid compliant 
and offers a wonderful, fully equipped venue 
for your special occasion.  

 

For enquiries and bookings please email bookings@stourtonmh.co.uk 
or call Helen on 07971 811347                       website:  stourtonmh.co.uk 

http://www.mereliteraryfestival.com/
mailto:bookings@stourtonmh.co.uk
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White Lion Inn 
 

 

OPEN FROM 

12 NOON-11pm 

FOOD SERVED 12-2PM AND 6-9PM 

 

High Street, Bourton, Dorset. SP8 5AT 
01747 840866           www.whitelionbourton.co.uk 

 
 

S I L T O N   S U R G E R Y 
 

GPs Dr Neil Harding, Dr Moyra Reid 
Silton Surgery, Gillingham Road, Bourton, Dorset  SP8 5DF 

Tel:  01747 840226 
(Just off the B3092 from Bourton to Gillingham) 

We offer a wide range of services 
including family planning and travel advice. 

We accept patients from a seven mile radius. 
Same day appointments available (phone before 10.00 am) 

See Surgery Newsletter for details 
In an emergency please phone the Surgery:  01747 840226 

Repeat Prescription line: 01747 840950  

 

Vincent Ling Concert : 13th November 
Local star Vincent Ling from Kilmington will be the solo pianist with Trowbridge 
Symphony Orchestra on 13th November at 7.30 pm in Bradford on Avon. The concert’s 
theme is Russian Orchestral Delights, and includes Stravinsky’s Circus Polka, 
Tchaikovsky’s Piano Concerto No 1, and Stravinski’s The Firebird   Tickets are going 
very fast so for booking, or for information: https://www.wiltshiremusic.org.uk/whats-
on/trowbridge-symphony-orchestra-2 

https://www.wiltshiremusic.org.uk/whats-on/trowbridge-symphony-orchestra-2
https://www.wiltshiremusic.org.uk/whats-on/trowbridge-symphony-orchestra-2
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News from Parish Councils 
Bourton 

Our Speedwatch Team continue to work tirelessly in trying to encourage drivers to slow 
down through our village.  The existing members of the team are all volunteers, giving 
up hours of their time, turning out in all weathers and sometimes in the early hours of the 
morning to try and make our roads safe by changing people’s behaviour.  If you feel that 
you could also help make a difference then our dedicated team would welcome one or 
two new recruits. Currently, one of the members is serving in Mali and with the approach 
of autumn it would be good to have extra back-up.  If there are members of the public 
who would like to assist in any way, then please make contact. 
During lockdown, the Bus Shelter Book Swap, which has been managed by a small 
group of dedicated volunteers, has been an invaluable asset to the village.  But recently 
the shelter has also been used as a bit of a dumping ground for unwanted toys, clothes, 
CDs etc.  The scheme was initially set up as a book swap only and therefore if anyone 
has any anything other than books please either take them to a charity shop, sell them 
or dispose of them in your household waste/recycling centre. 
Another invaluable asset to our village is the Village Hall and all the wonderful volunteers 
who manage the hall, maintain it and ensure that there is a myriad activities continually 
taking place.  Paul Curry, Chairman of the Village Hall Trustees, made this plea “I would 
like to make an appeal for helpers to join our team. None of these events is possible 
without volunteers and we need more, as we continue to expand our activities. It’s good 
fun and rewarding to give a little time to the community. Also, our informal canvassing 
indicates enthusiasm for a tennis table club within the village, so we have invested in two 
table tennis tables, and would like a motivated person to instigate and run a club in the 
hall. Please make contact if you would like to join the existing team”. 
I will continue to post any relevant information for the parish by using our village website 
- Bourton Village (bourtondorset.org), the two noticeboards and by using the village 
Facebook page Bourton, Dorset | Groups | Facebook 
Please also join us at our monthly meetings which take place on the fourth Monday of 
each month in the Village Hall from 6.30pm.                                         Eve Wynn, Clerk 

 

Kilmington 
One of the main items to report from the September PC meeting is the positive result a 
resident in Green Ryde has achieved in obtaining an upgrade to broadband services and 
fibre to properties there and on The Common.  This can now be available to 9 other 
residents if they are willing to pay for the service.  With regard to superfast broadband 
for the other areas of Kilmington, Cllr Chris Webster has agreed to progress this issue 
and is actively pursuing this with Openreach.   
Additional traffic signage at both ends of The Street was discussed and it was agreed 
that funding should be sought via the Wiltshire Council (WC) Community Area Transport 
Group.   
Dog fouling is still very much in evidence along Church Road and Butts Lane in particular, 
and WC will be visiting that area in the near future to place signs to remind dog owners 
to pick up after their pets.  Please be responsible dog owners - do the right thing and do 
not kick faeces into other home owners’ hedges and pathways.    

 …..      / continued p 19 

https://www.bourtondorset.org/
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The PC agreed that the Amenity Fund should again organise the annual bonfire and 
fireworks display on 5 November.  
Unfortunately, no progress has been made on the issue of creating parking spaces on 
part of the playing field land and a further meeting with WC and the NT has to be 
arranged.   
All of these items are in the minutes of the meeting which should be available on the 
noticeboard and website towards the end of September.               Ruth Burrows, Clerk 

 
Stourton with Gasper 

At the recent Parish Council (PC) meeting we were able to co-opt Tim Parker to the last 
vacant Councillor position.  Tim has just joined the National Trust as Head Gardener and 
he is currently living in the village.  We look forward to a more cohesive working 
relationship with the National Trust with Tim being a member of the PC.  
Following the accident on Bells Lane which took out the telephone box containing the 
Parish Council defibrillator, the PC is working to re-site the old defibrillator in a new case 
so it can have 24/7 access. In the meantime, it remains at the Visitor Centre for use 
during opening hours, 9am – 5pm every day. 
Please put in your diaries the date of 12 February 2022 for the annual Village Litter Pick. 
Further information will be available nearer the date. 
Also, an extraordinarily special event next year is the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee. We are 
currently discussing plans to celebrate the 70th Anniversary of the Queen’s Accession to 
the Throne during the extended bank holiday weekend Thursday 2nd – Sunday 5th June 
2022.   If you would like to be involved, please get in touch.    

                          Fran Hill, Clerk clerk@stourton.org.uk 

  
Zeals 

Once again this report is being prepared some time after the last meeting of the parish 
council, and I do hope that interested readers have managed to view the detailed minutes 
either by viewing on-line or by reading hard copies on our notice boards in the village. A 
full account of the proceedings at the next formal meeting on Tuesday 21 September 
should be available to view early in October. This next meeting will start with the Village 
Hall Management Committee and Trustees meeting, to be followed immediately by the 
regular bi-monthly meeting of the parish council. 
I am very pleased to record that the Westfields playground is now fully operational after 
some rather lengthy and costly repairs have been completed. 
For interested gardeners who would like to be considered for any vacant allotment 
garden, I would ask you to contact me as soon as you can as any available plots are 
allocated in order of application. 
For those of you who travel to Gillingham via Zeals and Bourton, information has just 
been received from Dorset Council who plan to close a stretch of the road from 
Gillingham to Zeals during the day on Friday 13 October. Martins Lane at Milton on Stour 
will be closed to through traffic in both directions up to its junction with Slodbrook Lane 
for a distance of 1km. The closure will allow Openreach safe access to carry out 
overhead cabling repairs. Diversions will be in place. 

Graham Edgar: Clerk to Zeals Parish Council 
 

mailto:clerk@stourton.org.uk
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North Dorset Disability 
 Information Service 

 

• New & used equipment 
• Hire equipment 

• Disposable items 
• NHS hearing aid batteries 
• Information & Advice 

• Volunteer opportunities 

 Open 10am to 4pm Tue 
  10am to 4pm Thu 
  10am to 1pm Sat 

3 Newbury, Gillingham SP8 4QX 
(Opposite Lidl) 

Tel. 01747 821010 
www.norddisdorset.org.uk 

 
Reg. Charity No. 1110328 

 

 

 

   

 

  

Martin Rose 
 

Electrical Contractor 
 

Tel: 01747 841352 
Mobile: 07813535799 

email: 
mrose230@btinternet.com 

 

With over 30 years experience 

 

http://www.norddisdorset.org.uk/
mailto:mrose230@btinternet.com
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LOCKDOWN? TIDY UP! 
 

It’s time to....... 
Top up your Track 

Dress up your Drive 
Perk up your Path 

Gravel for all occasions 
 

- phone Tim 
01747 841184     

timrose58@hotmail.com 
 

 

mailto:timrose58@hotmail.com
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BOURTON GARDENING CLUB  
Wednesday 20th October 2021 

Bourton Village Hall 
7pm Refreshments, including wine bar 

7.30 pm “A Year of Chillies” by Peter Manley 
Entrance £2 

Any enquiries 01747 840279 
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Regular Weekly Events 

Weekdays    Pre-School  08.45 -15.15 at the Preschool Playing 
     Fields, West Bourton [term time only] 

The ZAC (Zeals Daily 15.15-18.00 (17.00 Fridays) at  
AfterSchool Club) Mere Youth Centre, off White Rd, Mere  

     01747 840077/info@thezac.org.uk 
Tuesdays Tummies, Tiddlers & 09.15 – 12 noon at Bourton Village 
  Toddlers  Hall  

Beavers contact Anne Martin (ZAZU) 
anne.martin9@btinernet.com 
or by text to 07368 588270 

TUESDAY NIGHT IS BEAVER NIGHT  6-7 pm 
Wednesdays Bell ringing practice 19.30 – 21.00 at St Martin’s Zeals 

Contact Georgina Muir 01985 844245 
Thursdays Toddler Service    St George’s Church Bourton at 2pm 
                                             Caroline Worthington.   (07754 882454 ) 
Fridays  Friday Fun Club 10.00 - 11.30 Whitesheet School Hall, Zeals 
     [temporarily suspended due to Covid] 

Choir Practice Most Fridays (18.00-19.00) at St Martin’s 
Church Zeals.  New singers 

       welcome. Contact Tom Wheare 
    01747 840 622 

----------------------- 
Cubs Contact Lesley Love GSL 

lesley1ump@hotmail.co.uk 
     or text on 07967100106 
 
 

WELDING AND MECHANICAL SERVICES 
Including Metal work and Machinery Repairs 

 

•Domestic – Agricultural – Industrial• 

•Onsite fabrication and mobile welding• 
•Bespoke ironwork, design and repairs• 

•Vehicle repairs from tractors to bicycles• 

DALE 
07507594990 - @welderbeastuk 

mailto:info@thezac.org.uk
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Dates for your Diary:  October 
 

Monday  4th Bourton Village Lunch, 12.30pm. BVH page 24 

Saturday  16th Tom & The Clementynes, 7pm, BVH page 24 

Tuesday  12th Supernova, 7pm for 7.30pm, BVH  page 24  

Wednesday 20th Bourton Gardening Club 7pm BVH  page 22 

Friday  22nd ) 

Saturday 23rd )Parish Catering at SMH   page 13 

Sunday  24th ) 

Thursday 26th Women’s Institute, 7.30 SMH  page 9 

Friday  28th  Monarch’s Way Lecture, St Martin’s Ch, Zeals page 11 
   

 
Bourton Village Hall 

The September Jazz night was a great success as was the Film night.  It was 
wonderful to see the hall being used again!  Here’s what’s on in October…  
 LUNCH AT THE HALL – MON 4th OCT  
Choice of 2 soups with bread and cheese, cake and coffee.  An absolute bargain 
for £3!  Doors open 12:30pm until 2pm.  Bring your friends!  Pay cash or 
contactless on the day.  
 FILM NIGHT - SUPERNOVA – TUE 12th OCT  
Sam and Tusker, a musician and a novelist, partners of 20 years, are travelling 
across England in their old camper van visiting friends, family and places from 
their past. Since Tusker was diagnosed with early-onset dementia two years 
ago, their time together is the most important thing they have. Tremendous 
performances from Colin Firth and Stanley Tucci.  Doors and bar open at 7pm 
for a 7:30pm start.  Tickets £6.  
 TOM & THE CLEMENTYNES – SAT 16th OCT  
Get your dancing shoes on for this popular local 3 piece band who’ll play 
everything from Beatles to the latest pop.  A guaranteed party night!  Tickets 
are limited.  Doors and bar open at 7pm.  Tickets £10.  Payment options below.  
 

Tickets for Supernova and Tom & The Clementynes:  Pay cash at Bourton 
Garage and Zeals Post Office  or  email villagehall.bourton@gmail.com to 
reserve and pay by bank transfer  or  pay cash or contactless on the door.  
COMING IN NOVEMBER…a Bourton Players QUIZ, a BINGO night and the 
film will be Dreamhorse  
 

HIRE THE HALL  If you are looking for a fully equipped venue for your own 
event, be it large or small, then contact Heather on 07849 673 670  
h.j.ransley@outlook.com.  It’s probably not as expensive as you think!  
 

Contributions for the November 2021 edition by  
Friday 15th October 2021 please  

mailto:villagehall.bourton@gmail.com
mailto:h.j.ransley@outlook.com

