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PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL OF  

THE ECCLESIASTICAL PARISH OF UPPER STOUR 

LEGAL AND ADMINISTRATIVE INFORMATION  

 

CHARITY REGISTRATION NUMBER 1131161 

 

The Parish of Upper Stour is part of the Diocese of Salisbury within the Church of England.  The address is The 

Rectory, Portnells Lane, Zeals, Wiltshire, BA12 6PG.  The Parochial Church Council is registered within the 

Charity Commissioners and issued with the charity number. 

 

PCC members, who have served in 2020 are:- 

 

Chair:      Rev. Ben Rundell-Evans (Priest-in-charge) 

Vice Chair:     Mrs. Crin Fearon (also Church Warden) 

Licenced Lay Minister:        Mr. Brian Martin (also Treasurer) 

Churchwardens:       Mrs. Margaret Martin 

         Mr. Harry Allen 

          Mrs. Celia Cotton 

          Mr.  Chris Reeves 

                                Mrs. Jane Parker 

          Miss Sue Evans 

          Mr. Tom Spencer 

Representatives on the Deanery Synod:   Mr. Malcolm Affleck (also Diocesan Synod) 

                         Mr. John Rowe to 26.10.20  

      Mr. Chris Reeves  

Elected members:                                    Mrs. Caroline Worthington (Lay Worship Leader) 

        Mr. Colin Holman (Asst. Treasurer) 

          Mrs. Jane Joyce (Secretary) 

             Mr. Ashley Kemp 

      Mr. George Bullivant 

      Mr. John Rowe from 26.10.20  

       

 

 

 

 

BANKER - Lloyds Bank, Gillingham 

 

INDEPENDENT EXAMINER - Mr Michael Willis ACIB 
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PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL OF  

THE ECCLESIASTICAL PARISH OF UPPER STOUR 

TRUSTEES REPORT OF THE YEAR ENDED 31ST DECEMBER 2020  

Aim and purposes  

As outlined in the Parochial Church Councils (Powers) Measure 1956, the function of the Parochial Church Council 

(PCC) is to cooperate with the incumbent in promoting in the parish the whole mission of the Church: pastoral, 

evangelistic, social and ecumenical. 

Structure, governance and management  

The method of appointment of PCC members is set out in the Church Representation Rules.  All Church attendees 

are encouraged to register on the Electoral Roll and stand for election to the PCC. 

The PCC operates through the following committees:  

The Standing Committee  

Local Church Committees 

Vision Committee  

 

Objectives and Activities  

The PCC is committed to enabling the following: 

-  Regular public worship open to all.  

- The provision of sacred space for personal prayer. 

- Pastoral work, visiting the sick and the bereaved. 

- Teaching of Christianity through sermons, courses and small groups. 

- Taking of religious assemblies in schools. 

- Supporting other charities in UK and overseas.  

- Promotion of Christianity through the staging of events and the distribution of literature. 

 

Safeguarding Statement  

The PCC states that it has complied with the duty under section 5 of the Safeguarding and Clergy Discipline Measure 

2016 and has duly regarded the House of Bishops Guidance on safeguarding children and vulnerable adults.  

 

PCC Policies 

         Safeguarding Policy for Promoting a Safer Church 

         Legacy Policy 

 

Review of 2020 

We started the year with the installation of Rev. Ben Rundell-Evans as Priest-in-charge and his licensing  

service took place St. Martin’s on 6th January – Epiphany! 

 

Then the Covid pandemic hit and we all had to adjust to a new world, which Ben cheerfully led us through. 

 

The PCC met in February but Covid cancelled the March meeting and post-poned the April APCM. 

Business carried on as Ben introduced his PCCs by email with 8 proposals considered and approved between March 

and July.  We were able to socially-distance meet in September and hold our delayed APCM in October.  Due to 

Covid restrictions we then reverted to our PCCs by email until the end of the year.  So 3 meetings in person and 11 

PCCs by email. 

Though a marriage preparation day in February was planned, so many had to change their plans due to Covid, not 

least with the closure of our churches.  We were then able to open again with a reduced congregation in St. Martin’s 

and St. George’s, the two larger churches, but when churches were allowed to re-open (if safe to do so), it was felt 

by the Churchwardens that in order to maintain safety precautions, we should not.  Ben introduced his weekly 

Parish Newsletter incorporating links to 

services.  This was a vital lifeline.  When we do fully reopen, it was agreed that we revert to the 
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alphabetical order of churches for our services.  Then the Vision Committee will be able to meet. 

 

There was a debrief on the Stourhead Light Event held in December 2019 and its impact on St. Peter’s, especially on 

the Christmas Eve Carol Service.  There had been many complaints and many regarding the road closure restricting 

access to St. Peter’s.  The National Trust admitted to the event being badly managed from the church’s point of view 

and agreed that the event would not take place on Christmas 

Eve in future and ultimately agreed not to close the road but instead introduce a traffic-light system and crossing to 

take the visitors safely from the gardens to the Spread Eagle Yard and the exit. 

This worked brilliantly this December, as visitors came into the Church, where Jane Parker had organised the W.I. 

and others to decorate windows celebrating Christmas and the work of the  National Health and other key workers 

during the Covid crisis.  Church members volunteered to steward and proceeds from donations and sale of produce 

flooded in with the result that over £6,000 was raised, which was essential for our much depleted Church funds, as 

no fund-raising was able to take place during the year because of Covid and closed churches.  The Catering Days and 

Flower Festivals etc. all had to be cancelled of course. 

 

However, Brian Martin, our Treasurer, helped by the LCC treasurers, steered us through the uncertain financial 

times and a difficult year, with only the St. Peter’s December event raising significant funds.   

 

Sadly Jol Waterfield passed away in June.  He had been a Churchwarden at St. Martin’s for 15 years and a mainstay of 

the Friends of St. Martin’s.  Latterly he organised the Intercessors for all Parish services and ran the mowers’ gang 

for St. Martin’s.  He will be very much missed, especially for his wonderful intercessions delivered in his inimitable 

sonorous tones.  Many socially-distance gathered on the green opposite St. Martin’s at his funeral to sing ‘For those 

in peril on the sea’ and there was a lengthy applause as his hearse drove slowly around the green.  

 

The PCC was grateful to Caroline Worthington becoming a Foundation Governor again at St. George’s, 

as previously a number of Foundation Governors, who were non- communicants had been put forward for church 

places ‘by exception’ without PCC consultation – due no doubt to the interregnum.  The PCC in future will 

nominate church members for the number of church places if at all possible. 

 

In September the Bourton Village Hall lease was discussed with a representative each from the BVH Trustees and 

Parish Council in light of possible plans for a new village hall.  There are 15 years left on the lease, which is owned by 

the PCC, with the Diocese as custodian trustee, and the Village Hall Committee was looking at the possibility of 

extending the lease as a back-up.  Legal advice is being sought on both sides. 

 

And the delayed APCM was held in Bourton Village Hall in October, after which the 

Standing Committee was elected and met once on Zoom in November to consider business and make 

recommendations to the PCC, especially regarding finance, fund-raising and Parish structure. 

 

In November the PCC and Bourton Trustees agreed to work together to manage St. George’s Church, 

conveyancing the church and churchyard to the Upper Stour incumbent for the time being, with the PCC taking 

trusteeship of the restricted funds to maintain St. George’s.   

 

There was happy news in December.  The PCC supported Rev. Mike MacCormack’s application to become 

Associate Priest.  He’s already been active with his reflections and other contributions to the weekly Parish 

Newsletter.  He is warmly welcomed and is to be licensed in March 2022. 

 

The next meeting of the PCC will immediately follow the APCM, when officers will be elected. 

Jane Joyce - PCC Secretary  
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