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Parish Contacts   
Priest in Charge: Rev Ben Rundell Evans   01747 840221 
         email revben@upperstour.co.uk 
Parish Office            01747 840221 
Licensed Lay Minister: Brian Martin                         01747 840433  
Licensed Lay Minister: Mona Tyler                       01985 844509 
Lay Worship Leader: Caroline Worthington   01747 840266 
Lay Pastoral Assistant: Barbara Borwell               01747 840141  
Lay Pastoral Assistant: Caroline Worthington   01747 840266 
Parish office/Rectory email                        parishoffice@upperstour.co.uk 
Parish website                                                       www.upperstour.co.uk 
Facebook Group                                       Parish of Upper Stour 

 

Enquiries regarding  
Baptisms/Christenings, Weddings and Funerals 

 to the Parish Office 01747 840221 

~ ~ ~ 
Upper Stour Magazine Contacts 

Editor: Celia Cotton 01985 844613 
Deputy Editor: Sue Evans 01747 840600 

Distribution Manager: Carol Affleck 01747 841359 
Invoicing Manager: Ashley Kemp 01747 840272 

Printed by Mail&Print: Berwick St Leonard 0845 362 0983 
 

All items for the October 2020 issue should be sent to 
the Editor at Bay Tree Cottage, Kilmington, Wiltshire BA12 6RG  

tel 01985 844613 email celiabeale@globalnet.co.uk   
 

 
 

Contributions for the October 2020 issue 
 should reach the Editor  

 by Friday 18th September 2020 at noon  
 

 

Mobile Library Times 
September 2020 

 
Sept 10, 24 Zeals  School   10.00-10.40 am 
    43 Zeals Rise  10.45-11.05 am 
Sept 10, 24 Kilmington Home Gd Club 11.25-11.35 am 
  

     

mailto:celiabeale@globalnet.co.uk
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Message from Rev Ben : Love yourselves also 
 

It is wonderful to see some life again. Whether that be seeing people back 
in our pubs and village halls, people flowing through Stourhead, or people 
back in church.  
 

We are all on our own journey in seeing normal life, and of course, that 
painfully over used phrase ‘new normal’ seems to be coming into its own. 
Little would we know last September, that as well as patting our pockets to 
check we have our phone, wallet and keys before heading out, we would 
also be seeing if we had our facemasks. I have now been in a number of 
shop queues and seen people’s horrified expressions as they remember that 
they have left their facemask on the kitchen table... I have done this myself 
once or twice and am sure I will never get used to remembering my 
facemask all the time - I find it hard enough to remember my keys and wallet 
when leaving the house!  
 

We have experienced a lot of change over the last few months and in order 
to be flexible, we must remember to be kind to one another and indeed to 
ourselves. We often remember the passage from the Gospels of Matthew 
and Mark to “love your neighbour as yourself” (Mark 12, Matt 22) and of 
course this passage has an equal weight that I’m not sure we always give 
credit to. One could easily say “love yourself as you love your neighbour”. 
Caring for ourselves is so often the way to caring for those around us too. 
As we are all going through a period of change, and as we continue to look 
to a brave new world that seems to have Covid19 as a part of our future as 
well as our past, we must remember that, in order to get through this in one 
piece, we can’t simply hold our breath until we get back to normal, but to 
learn to breathe in a new way. To pinch another short piece of scripture, the 
book of Proverbs offers this: “Above all else, guard your heart, for everything 
you do flows from it.” Proverbs 4:23.  
 

It is so important that we guard our hearts to ensure that we continue to be 
compassionate, even when we feel tested. If we care for ourselves, then we 
are able to say that what flows from us is love and warmth, and we can in 
turn care for our neighbour. Please – as we continue to learn new rhythms 
of life, as we move with the times and see life change, be kind to yourselves. 
Give yourselves time to care for yourself, as much as you care for those 
around you. 
 

Love yourself as much as you love your neighbour, because you are loved.   
 

Ben                                                    

Rev Ben Rundell-Evans 
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St George’s 100 Club 
 

 

July Winners 
 

1st Linda Curry (No. 45) 
2nd Bob Davies (No. 83) 

 
August Winners 

 

1st Wilf Whitaker (No. 26) 
2nd David Crathorne (No. 73) 

 
Draw performed on 20 August by 
Harry Lawes on the forecourt of 

Forge Garage, by kind permission 
of Emma & Stuart Etheridge. 

Sept/Oct draws will be done in 
October and results published in 
November magazine. 

Ruth Burrows 

01747 840371 
 

St Martin's 
Millennium Club 

 

July Winners 
 

B Moodie 
G Jackson 

L Love 
S Evans 

 
August winners 

 

J Palfrey 
A Lamb 

R Lauder 
V Rowe 

September draw on  
3rd September  

at Zeals Motors 
. 

Contact Nigel Blackmore 
01747 841110  
 SDC Lott 842 
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White Lion Inn 
 

 
Every Friday is Music Night 

From 8.30 pm 
 

 
 

High Street, Bourton, Dorset. SP8 5AT 
01747 840866           www.whitelionbourton.co.uk 

 

 

 
Mere & District Link Scheme 

Reg Charity No: 1062328  Call: 01747 860096 
 

The Link explained: If you have a hospital or other medical 
appointment, or need to visit sick relatives, but don't have a car 
and public transport isn't convenient, then consider asking the 

Link Scheme for assistance. The Link Scheme is a registered charity and there 
is no charge although we do ask for a donation to help meet our costs. 
 

For the past 17 years I have had the privilege and joy of being a Link Scheme 

driver. During that time I have met many wonderful people, taking them to doctor 

appointments, hospital, or just shopping locally. Every journey has given me the 

opportunity of talking with them, and learning how interesting their lives have 

been.  
 

As a charity we rely on our volunteers to drive clients or take calls to liaise with 
drivers and schedule trips. The service is filling an urgent local need and usage 
has increased in recent years Many of our drivers are, like me, ‘of a certain age’ 
and have not been available to support the service during lockdown. 
 
 

We need more help: If you would like to join us we'd love to hear from you, 
particularly if you are a driver with some time to offer. An allowance of 45p per 
mile is given to cover expenses and you decide when you drive. Please get in 
touch on the Link Scheme number above.                                        Sue Evans 

http://www.whitelionbourton.co.uk/
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Country Calendar : September  2020 
Swallows vacate their summer quarters, Along with their new sons and daughters 

Roses fade and petals fall,  Summer ends for one and all.  JP 
 

It has been an exceedingly busy summer and full on with the harvest. Thankfully 
keeping busy takes one’s mind off the dreadful Covid 19 that continues to haunt 
us all. 
 Farming is a dangerous industry and I was reminded of its dangers the other 
day when I read of the tragic death of a four-year-old child on a family farm. 
Having my three grandchildren (my 9-year-old twin granddaughters and their 5-
year brother) for a full week during school lockdown made me realise that, even 
though they are well behaved and love the farm, unlike their mother they have 
not been raised on one, with the dangers firmly instilled in them. Through their 
stay they were constantly told “you cannot climb on the bales – it’s dangerous”, 
“you cannot go in the shed to see the cows without a grown up,” “you cannot go 
on the tractors,” ”you cannot go in the grain heap,” you cannot …etc!! The 
children were helping me in the stables bedding up the horses with fresh straw 
and my grandson said “but we can do the straw can’t we - that’s safe? “and 
came in with a fork to help shake it up. I said yes, then froze as I remembered 
my brother who at the age of 12 was always down at the neighbour’s farm 
helping his best friend do his after-school jobs, which included bedding up their 
cows by shaking out small bales of straw. His friend was sticking a two-pronged 
hay fork into the bales enabling him to shake the contents round the barn. There 
were quite a few bales to be done, and, as my brother was bending down to 
take away sections of straw that were left behind, his friend stuck the fork into 
the bale and it sprang back out and impaled itself into my brother’s neck. So 
there he was with a large hayfork firmly embedded in his neck. He was rushed 
to hospital via ambulance with the protruding hay fork. He was exceedingly lucky 
the prongs had just missed his jugular vein and he was none the worse for his 
antics. I quickly suggested to the grandchildren that we did not require a fork 
and we would do it by hand. As you can imagine there was more straw on the 
grandchildren than in the stable, but great safe fun was had by all.  
Having the grandchildren has been a very happy diversion after all the upset of 
losing my mare and foal plus this wretched virus wreaking havoc on my eldest 
daughter’s wedding, coupled with my youngest daughter and her family not 
been here from New Zealand for the summer which was  a huge disappointment, 
and on top of all that have just failed our TB test. As soon as our cattle go 
outside, they are at risk. We are closed down until we have two clear tests, the 
first in 60 days’ time, and if clear again in another 60 days. If we do not go clear 
we just keep rolling on testing every 60 days until we do have two consecutive 
clears !  I do think this year is turning into my annus horribilis. 
 

Hey ho…  we must try and be positive and be thankful that we are all well and 
hearty.            

Jane Parker 
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Tel: 01747 822604 email: office@cliffordtshean.co.uk 

 

• Free no obligation estimates 

• Domestic, Commercial & Agricultural Installations 

• Part & Full Rewires 

• Heating & Under Floor Electric Heating 

• Lighting Installations 

• Installation and Periodic Certification 

• PAT Testing 
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SIMON NICHOLLS 
INTERIOR & EXTERIOR PAINTING 

PLUS GENERAL PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 

PATIOS - FENCING - GUTTERS CLEARED ETC 
 

PLEASE CALL FOR A QUOTE 

01747 840300 

07852355086 
 

Zeals Walkers 

It would be nice to report that the morning started bright and sunny for our first walk 
for some time, but this wasn't to be the case. Yes, it was dry but rather overcast but 
our spirits were high and we were in a positive frame of mind. Whether the size of 
the group was due to fear of the dreaded virus, or folks having got out of the habit, 
we were a very small, select group of six. 
We left New Close, walked down Mill Lane and then followed the Stour river out to 
New Road where we turned left towards Zeals. Rather than follow the road we took 
the path south of the road to the county border and then climbed up to the top of 
Factory Hill and on down to Pen Mill and across the fields to the Bourton Mill site, 
where we climbed, in stages, up to the top of Kytes Nest. We then made our way 
through Christmas Tree Wood where we enjoyed the beautiful panorama. We then 
sauntered across the fields and on down to the village taking the path behind the 
house coming out near the old vicarage, then back along New Road to New Close. 
The walkers were then treated to a picnic lunch which was enhanced by a very 
robust exchange of views. For those who may be a little apprehensive about joining 
the next walk, which should take place on the 6th September, we can assure them 

that everyone observed the government guidelines to the letter.   
                                             Avril & Tony Wilce 
 

BOURTON GARDENING CLUB 
 

GOVERNMENT GUIDLELINES PERMITTING, THE CLUB WILL 

MEET ON WEDNESDAY 16TH SEPTEMBER AT 7.30PM. 

BOURTON VILLAGE HALL 

AGM AND TALK BY MARTIN YOUNG:  

CREATING A GARDEN FOR BUTTERFLIES AND BEES. 

ATTENDANCE BY ADVANCE BOOKING ONLY 

PHONE: 01747 840279 

VISITORS VERY WELCOME IF BOOKED IN ADVANCE 
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The Elizabethan Evening  

is Back! 

       Sunday 6th September 2020 

Manor Farm 
Corsley 

BA12 7QE 
 

2pm or 6pm performance -Running time 1hr. 
 

Please bring your own seating.  Picnics are discouraged due to Social 
Distancing but bring light refreshments if required.  

No food or refreshments will be available on site. 
 

Tickets Adults £10                                                                    01373 832 113 
Child 5-13yrs £7.50                                       office@theelizabethanevening.com                                                                        

It is essential to buy tickets in advance  
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

Three Counties Counselling and Psychotherapy 
 
 

Accredited, registered and experienced in working with adults and 
children for help with anxiety, depression, stress, addiction, insomnia,  

weight management etc. 
Mindfulness and CBT also available 

 

During the Coronavirus outbreak Skype, telephone or email 
counselling sessions only are available 

 

For further information tel 07769 590223  
or email debradoggrell@yahoo.co.uk  
Low cost for low income may be available  

mailto:debradoggrell@yahoo.co.uk
https://www.illyria.co.uk/windinthewillows
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North Dorset  

Disability Information Service 
 

• New & used equipment 
• Hire equipment 

• Disposable items 
• NHS hearing aid 

batteries 
• Information & Advice 

• Volunteer opportunities 

Open 10am to 1pm 
Tue, Thur, Sat 

 

3 Newbury, Gillingham SP8 4QX 
(Opposite Lidl) 

Tel. 01747 821010 
www.norddisdorset.org.uk 

 

Reg. Charity No. 1110328 

 

 

SAND, GRAVEL & SOIL 
LARGE OR SMALL LOADS 

BAGGED OR LOOSE 
DELIVERED OR COLLECTED 

SUB SOIL / RUBBLE REMOVED 
 

STATION YARD, GILLINGHAM 

01747 822514 
WWW.JHROSEANDSONS.COM 

 

Elizabeth Gittoes 
Registered Osteopath 

 

Consultation  

by pr ior  

arrangement  

 

 
 P lease cal l  El izabeth to 
make an appointment.  

Email: lizgittoes@yahoo.co.uk  
Telephone: 01747 840496 

The Old Pol ice  House  
Stourton ,  BA12 6QG .  

 

http://www.norddisdorset.org.uk/
mailto:lizgittoes@yahoo.co.uk


11 
 

Seeing and Believing 
Reflections on Art and the Christian Faith 

This short course of 6 sessions was planned for the Spring and I am now hoping 
we can meet in the Autumn starting at the beginning of November and running 
for 6 weeks. We will be looking at six paintings ranging from the renaissance to 
contemporary art. Each session will offer ample opportunity for a discussion of 
the painting and its impact on our faith. A charge of £5 for each session will go 
entirely to church funds as we have not been able to fundraise for several 
months 

Please register your interest with me by 17th September, and I will contact 
you with further details when I know the numbers interested. Arrangements will 
be fully compliant with Covid restrictions. 
Please leave your contact number or e mail with me when you register your 
interest: 01747 84043 or bookworminbourton@gmail.com           Margaret Martin 

 

Wiltshire Ride & Stride 
This is an annual national sponsored event, organised locally by County Historic 
Churches Trusts. Wiltshire Ride + Stride has been going since 1984 and has 
raised over £1.5 million for the county’s churches. 50% of the money raised goes 
to the participant’s chosen church and the other half to the County Historic 
Churches Trust. Next Ride & Stride: 12th September 2020. Participants may be 
cyclists, walkers, horse-riders or drivers of mobility scooters. Under 13s must be 
accompanied by an adult. 

Enquiries to Fiona Draper, Ride+Stride Administrator, 18 Light Close, 
Corsham,SN130DF Fiona@fionadraper.co.uk  Tel. 07880 715551 

 

Thank you from St Nicholas Silton Charity Committee 
Following the cancellation of our usual summer Coffee Morning and Fair a little 
stall was set up outside Bagmore Farm in Silton selling plants, preserves and 
baked goods.   Thank you so much to our neighbours in Upper Stour for all their 
support both by buying and bringing produce to sell.   We are getting on for 
having made £3,000 which is quite amazing.   Donations from this have already 
been made to the Gillingham Food Bank, Women’s Refuge, Hope for Tomorrow 
Chemo Van, The Salvation Army, Alabare, Crisis, Medecins sans Frontieres, 
the Bishop’s Sudan Appeal and Children with Cancer.   It is hoped to continue 
the stall well into August.                                                                Diana Masters 

 

Cards for Sale 

The Friends of St Martin’s are arranging to sell cards depicting the Upper Stour 
churches and other local views with proceeds going to each of the four 
churches.   These will be on sale at Zeals Garage and, we hope, in other local 
outlets.    There will be much more information to come, but the aim is to help 
raise funds in these difficult times.                                        Debbie Gatehouse 
ue Evans 

mailto:01747%2084043%20or%20bookworminbourton@gmail.com
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SERVICES FOR SEPTEMBER 2020 
 

Sunday 6th  Trinity 13 
8.30 am Holy Communion at St Martin’s Zeals 
10.00 am Morning Worship at St George’s Bourton 

 
Sunday 13th Trinity 14 
8.30 am Holy Communion at St George’s Bourton 
10.00 am Morning Worship at St Mary’s Kilmington 
5.30 pm Quiet Reflective Service at St Peter’s Stourton 
 

Sunday 20th Trinity 15 
08.30 am Holy Communion at St Martin’s Zeals 
10.00 am Morning Worship at St Peter’s Stourton 
 

Sunday 27th Harvest Sunday/Trinity 16 
8.30 am Holy Communion at St George’s Bourton 
10.00 am Harvest Praise and Pet Service at 
    Home Farm, Stourton [see page 14] 
   

Weekday Prayers 
Mondays 9am at St George’s Bourton 
Wednesdays 4pm at St Martin’s Zeals 
Thursdays 9am at St Mary’s Kilmington 

 

 
Community  Worship 

Since churches opened for Sunday worship in July, it has been wonderful to see 

people again and to be able to use our spiritual homes.  
 

Our four churches can safely hold around 25-35 people, and this is the number 

of people we have been seeing most Sundays. However, as we go into the 

future and more people may wish to connect or reconnect with physical church 

services, it is important that we are able to offer the chance to do so.  We will 

therefore be continuing with our 10am Morning Worship Service but now going 

to all four churches in alphabetical order, and having an 8.30 Holy Communion 

service at Bourton and Zeals alternately.  
 

September will also see the beginning of our monthly Evening Service which will 

be at St Peter’s. This will be a quiet and reflective evening service to end the 

day; it will last for about half an hour.  
Rev Ben Rundell-Evans 
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Parish Giving 
In the Parish of Upper Stour, we provide a great resource to our communities by 
looking to God, to grow, and to care. This works in a number of ways: through being 
there in people’s many phases of life (weddings, baptisms, funerals); by providing a 
centre for our villages as a place for community; and by coming together as 
Christians to explore what it means to live a life of faith, hope and love.  
The Church of England is always called not only to serve those who go to church, 
but everyone within our Parish. If you live in this Parish, you and your children have 
a right to be married in any of our four churches,and if you live in the Parish you 
have a right to be buried in your churchyards and you will always be able to receive 
the ministry of this parish if and when you ask, no matter what your relationship is 
with the church Sunday by Sunday.  
 
This Parish also receives the fantastic ministry of two Church of England Schools. 
As an active Church of England Parish, Upper Stour has the onerous duty of raising 
around £55000 a year to pay for the costs of having a full time Incumbent (me!), on 
top of also raising funds to pay for our churches’ utility bills, insurance costs and 
ongoing repairs. With the reduced ability to fundraise, as a church, we are not 
immune from the financial struggles that Covid19 has caused.  
 

If you were able to make a regular donation to the life and ministry of this Parish 
we would be so grateful. If you only interact with church on an occasional basis 
or would simply like to know it is still there in the years to come, then even a 
donation of £5 - £10 a month would be most welcome. We are extremely grateful 
for all the donations that we have received in recent times. You can give in 
various ways and so do be in touch with Brian Martin, our PCC Treasurer, on 
01747 840433 ,or the Parish Office, or by email info@parishgiving.org.uk 
 
One way to give is by Direct Debit : You can set up a regular gift by direct debit 
by calling the Parish Giving Scheme telephone line:  
0333 002 1271.  Lines are open Monday to Friday, 9 - 5pm.  
One of the Parish Giving Scheme (PGS) team will take you through the sign up 
process which normally takes around 15 minutes.  
You will need to have to hand the following:  
- Your personal bank account details  
- The name of this Parish — Upper Stour  
- The PGS Code for Upper Stour 34A 634 606  
 
As well as giving the above information, you will be asked whether you are eligible 
for Gift Aid and whether you wish for your giving to increase in line with inflation or 
not. You will then receive a written confirmation of your Direct Debit either by post 
or by email which will include the details of the parish you have chosen to support, 
the amount you have chosen to give, and the date of your first donation.  

 
Rev Ben Rundell-Evans 
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A Service of Harvest Praise and Celebration of our Pets 

Sunday 27 September10am at Home Farm, Stourton, BA12 6QS 
Do come along and enjoy this special service with your beloved pets, whether 
they have fur, feathers or scales. For those who no longer have a pet, please 
bring a treasured photo and share your, memories with us. This service is 
suitable for all ages.  
Face masks will be mandatory and Harvest gifts of produce etc cannot be 
received. Monetary donations for RABI and Pets as Therapy will be welcome.  

This is a working farm -  please follow the directions for parking and 
venue and be sure to clean up after your pet 

Contacts: Rev. Ben  01747 840221 or Barbara  01747 840141 

 

From the Registers 
Interment of Ashes 
29th July in the Churchyard of St George’s Bourton: Joan Rice  
Weddings 
11th July at St Peter’s Stourton: Archie Alexander John Nicholson and Flora 
Drummond Smith 

22nd August at St Mary’s Kilmington: William Brian Yeates and Faye Louise 
Harris 
 
 

Virtual Garden Competition 
 

During the last few months Upper 
Stour have been having a Virtual 
Garden Competition. I was delighted 
to receive twenty garden entries and 
fifty-one votes. All the garden entries 
were wonderful and many said that it 
was very hard to choose a single 
garden out of so many fantastic 
entries! I am however delighted to 
say that Chafyn Grove Cottages, 

Zeals, more commonly known as the Zeals Alms Houses, was the winner!  
The gardens which frame the Alms Houses so beautifully is a worthy 
winner! The garden is much loved by the residents, trustees and passers-
by of the Alms Houses and this shows.  Our new Chair of the Alms House 
Trustees, Lyndi d'Ambrumenil, paid testament to the beauty and 
philosophy of the Alms House gardens by saying “I love the planting, pots, 
flower colours and the inclusion of everyone who lives there.”  
Congratulations to everyone.                                    

 Rev Ben Rundell-Evans 
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Stourton Memorial Hall 
The ‘unforgettable’ venue for your most memorable occasion 

(after lockdown) 

Stunning refurbishment for 2020 
Web site - stourtonmh.co.uk 

For all booking enquiries, please contact Helen Baker 07971 811347 
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Martin Rose 
 

Electrical Contractor 
 

Tel: 01747 841352 
Mobile: 07813535799 

email: 
mrose230@btinternet.com 

 

With over 30 years experience 

 

 

mailto:mrose230@btinternet.com
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News from Stourhead 
 

 
This summer was a different one at Stourhead and 
certainly one to remember, but we still had the pleasure of 
welcoming visitors every day, even if they did have to pre-
book their visit in advance. We have found that the pre-
booked visits are popular with our visitor. The feedback 
we have been receiving has been fantastic with visitors 
loving that they know that there will be plenty of space, 
allowing for a socially distanced and safe visit.  
 

Throughout our busy autumn season, we will continue to welcome visitors with 
pre-booked tickets only, meaning that if you want to visit and enjoy the glorious 
autumn colours, you will need to book your visit via our website. This will enable 
us to continue to offer a safe, socially distanced visit. 
 

We also hope to be able to re-open the house this autumn, following trials at 
other National Trust properties. We will be using the learning from these places 
to make sure that the house visit we offer is the best possible, given the 
circumstances. We are still working on the detail of this, but if you have missed 
the wonderful artwork and treasure-filled home, then keep an eye on our website 
in the coming weeks for details as to how visits to the house will work.  
 
Looking further ahead, we are also busy with our plans for Christmas including 
our after-dark illuminated trail which we partner with Sony for. We’re pleased to 
say that ticket sales are going well, so if you and your family would like to enjoy 
the trail, we would encourage you to book your tickets as the most popular days 
and times are sure to sell out fast.   
 

We hope that you will all join us in wishing for a great autumn, one that is long 
and full of colour, and if you pre-book a visit, I am sure that you will enjoy walking 
around the garden, the golden reflections on the lake and the taking in the 
autumnal scents such as the burnt sugar of the Katsura trees as much as we all 
do.  
 

If you want to find out more about Stourhead or get involved in the work that 
we do, please do get in touch. We look forward to seeing you at Stourhead 

again soon.  
 

Charlotte, Marketing & Communications Officer 
charlotte.toop@nationaltrust.org.uk or 01747 842021. 

 

mailto:charlotte.toop@nationaltrust.org.uk
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News from Parish Councils 
 

Bourton 
We have continued to hold monthly meetings remotely via Zoom and they have gone 
surprising smoothly with very few technical hitches.  During the July meeting the new 
prospective scheme for the Sandways site was discussed at length (see PC Minutes 
on notice boards for detail).  The developer, Aaron Pierce (Director, T&A Land) has 
been in discussions with the PC’s planning sub-group and intends to conduct a 
public consultation in Bourton in late September to inform the community and assess 
the level of support. Details on when this is due to take place will be promulgated in 
due course by the Parish Council.  
Having carried out comprehensive research and compiled an appropriate Covid-19 
risk assessment I re-opened the play area equipment at the beginning of July and I 
have received much positive feedback from parents who are pleased to have 
somewhere local for their children to enjoy.   
In June, Trevor Knott and Sharron McVie were awarded the Tom Mitchell Salver in 
recognition of their unstinting hard work in organising two very successful Bourton 
Village Days in 2018 & 2019.   
The Speedwatch Team started up again in mid-July and have been out several times 
since then.   
A small project team, led by Simon Firbank, is to be created to look into updating 
The Millennium Project which was started by Bella Wallace.  This project is a 
comprehensive photographic record of every property up to the year 2000 but now 
needs updating to include various new builds and changes within the structure of 
the village.                                                                Eve Wynn, Clerk 

   

Kilmington 
The playing field, and specifically the play areas, were officially reopened on 25 July 
when the risk assessment had been completed, our insurers had been informed and 
the relevant signage was in place. 
The next meeting of the PC has been arranged for the evening of Wednesday 2 
September and this will again be a remote one using Zoom the internet conferencing 
package.  Full details will be on the agenda, which will be available one week 
beforehand on our website https://kilmingtonwiltsire.org and on the village 
noticeboard. 
From the archives: in 1990 the Chairman of the PC was Mrs C J Reeves and 
meetings took place in January, March, May and October.  The annual precept was 
£950 and insurance was provided by Cornhill at a cost of £44.06 pa. 30 years on 
those figures are £7,039 and £1036.88 respectively. 

Ruth Burrows, Clerk 

Stourton with Gasper 
The Parish Council (PC) has responded to Wiltshire Council  stating its objection to 
the possible removal of the telephone at Gasper Crossroads on the grounds of 
safety. 

/ continued on page 19 … 

https://kilmingtonwiltsire.org/
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The PC has also been using the My Wiltshire app to inform Wiltshire Council when 
there is a problem.  This is a useful app available to anyone to log in and report an 
issue.   You will be kept informed of progress if applicable.   The link to download is 
here http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/mywiltshire-download 
Due to Covid-19 our next scheduled meeting for the PC will be held on Wednesday 
30 September via Zoom.   This will continue for the foreseeable future. 

Fran Hill, Clerk 

Zeals 
The Parish Council have made good use of this fine, seasonal weather that we have 
been experiencing recently to carry out essential repair and restoration tasks of 
some of our public assets throughout our community.  
The fine spell of weather in July proved to be ideal for painting all the swings at the 
Westfield Playground, which, as readers will recall, has recently become the 
responsibility of the Parish Council. Our thanks go to Rob Doody, from Inside Out 
Property Maintenance, for doing all of the painting and making the swings look as 
good as new. Rob has also repaired the wooden fencing along the lane side of the 
playground. Nick Gatehouse kindly took away several builders-bags full of weeds 
that had been gathered from its surface. Just recently the Zeals Spitfires soccer 
squad came along one Saturday morning and gave the whole surface a good raking 
as part of their pre-season training activities and the surface is now much softer. It 
was good to receive the news that the facility passed its annual safety inspection as 
well. The whole play area is now being really well used by local children during their 
lengthy summer break from school. 
Readers will have noticed that the bus shelter by our Village Hall has undergone a 
much needed face lift. Grateful thanks go to David Turner once again for all of his 
work, undertaken voluntarily, to complete this remarkable transformation. The walls 
and ceiling have been painted and guttering repaired, with the wooden seating also 
receiving a good polishing. David has also been busy carrying out landscaping tasks 
to the rear of the car park by removing weeds, rubble and fallen timber. He has also 
planted a laurel hedge to screen off  behind the lawn with a view to creating a smart, 
outdoor seating area that we shall definitely use when conditions return to normal. 
It has been a plan of ours to pay attention to the public seats around the village 
which have needed close attention for some time. Thanks to Bourton Fencing who 
responded to our urgent plea and came to our rescue by anchoring Madeleine’s 
replacement memorial seat by the Rectory, and by repairing our two seats that are 
sited on the grass bank just off Tulse Hill. Naturally, we are thrilled and extremely 
appreciative by the way these people and companies outlined above from within our 
community have rallied to support your Parish Council and your village. 
Meanwhile, councillors continue to deal with business matters by working mainly 
remotely. However, there have been two site meetings of the Parish Council, of 
course duly observing social distancing measures, one at Boye’s Transport Depot 
at Longcross and the other at London House. Interested residents should navigate 
the Wiltshire Council Planning website to reveal the appropriate details. Also, a copy 
of Zeals’ Annual Governance and Accounting Revue for the financial year 2019-20, 
which has been sent off to the external auditors, can be viewed on our website at 
www.hugofox.com/communities/Zeals.                                    Graham Edgar, Clerk  

http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/mywiltshire-download
http://www.hugofox.com/communities/Zeals
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A.D.E  
Home Maintenance Solutions Bourton 

Specialist in Disabled Adaptations 
Ramps, Key-clamp handrail, Door widening  

Widen concrete paths  
Helping people stay living in their own home by adapting 

their house to help them live a better quality of life. 
 

We also carry out  
General Day to Day Home Maintenance: 

Painting, Fencing , Concreting, 
Patios & Landscaping, Driveways 

Please call for a free quote 

01747 841034 or 07454926657 
email=richardread.ade@hotmail.com 

 
 

Between 1st April  - 18th July 2020 a small initiative was 

running to collect food donations from people living within 

the parish for the Gillingham Foodbank. This appeal has 

now ended and has been wonderfully successful thanks to 

the generosity and support of the local community. 

From 1st April - 18th July the combination of both financial and food donations has enabled 
the Gillingham Foodbank to feed 649 local people in crisis for 3 days. The total financial 
donations that made up a large proportion of this success amounted to £8,808. 
We want to thank all those who have supported this appeal so generously and enabled the 
Foodbank to continue with the good work they do in helping local people who are experiencing 
unprecedented hardship.  
We also want to give special thanks to Bourton Garage, Zeals Post Office and the Farm Shop at 
Stourhead. These businesses allowed us to set up drop off locations for food donations and got 
fully behind the appeal in supporting us wholeheartedly. Our thanks also to the “About Upper 
Stour” parish magazine. They granted us free space in the magazine to keep the community 
updated with the progress of this appeal. Thank you all for your compassion and generosity. 
If you would still like to make a food donation, please do so directly at the Foodbank which is 
open on a Monday and Thursday between 10am -12 noon. The Foodbank can be found at 
Station Road, 6 Paris Court, Gillingham, SP8 4PY. Alternatively, if you would rather make a 
financial donation please do so through the website and reference your donation “Stourton 
Parish”. www.gillinghamfoodbank.org.uk   

Thank you again for supporting this appeal, for helping us continue to provide this 
 much-used lifeline resource,  and for your continued help and kindness. 

mailto:email=richardread.ade@hotmail.com
http://www.gillinghamfoodbank.org.uk/
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Does your child have reading and spelling difficulties? 

I am a qualified Specialist Dyslexia Teacher with an OCR SPLD Level 5 

Diploma from the Helen Arkell Dyslexia Centre.  I support young people 

especially in KS2 & KS3 who are having reading and spelling difficulties, 

with or without a diagnosis of dyslexia.  Current DBS certificate.  Private 

tutoring available. Starting again from September 2020 unless Covid 

changes life again! 

Francesca Bex      E: francescabex@gmail.com        M: 07977 427579 

 

Kilmington and Stourton Women’s Institute 
Because of Coronavirus restrictions, the WI is unable to meet for the present 
and until further notice. As soon as we are able to resume our meetings 
members will be notified. 

For information contact: 
Secretary: Bernie Isted 01985 844933 or Jane Parker 01985 844248 

mailto:francescabex@gmail.com
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Green Fingers: Notes from a Fair Weather Gardener 
September 2020 

After the lull in gardening work during August (apart from weeding of course), 
September can feel a bit like the new school term in the garden. Whether you are 
shopping online or managing to get out to your local garden centre, you will have 
seen the latest array of bulbs to plant for next spring and even some for next 
summer. Spring bulbs are so rewarding: they take little time to plant and produce a 
riot of colour just when it is most needed after a dreary winter. As if that wasn’t a 
good enough reason to plant them, they are wonderfully versatile, with seemingly a 
bulb for every garden, balcony pot or windowsill. September is a good time to plant 
most spring flowering bulbs, apart from tulips, which perform better if they are 
planted later in the year.  
Have you been collecting seeds from your favourite plants over the summer? Both 
annuals and perennials will grow from seed, so look out for ripe seed pods on lupins, 
delphiniums and aquilegia to sow in the spring. I often leave the seed heads on 
annual poppies so that they seed themselves around the garden as I enjoy the happy 
effects that are sometimes achieved in this way. If they start to grow where they are 
not wanted, they can easily be moved elsewhere in the spring. If you want to get a 
head start on summer colour for next year, sow some hardy annual seeds now. They 
will germinate over the winter and bloom earlier than their spring-sown counterparts. 
Another job that is good to do while the weather is still fine and you can still see the 
overall shape of the garden, is to divide overgrown clumps of perennials. You will 
know which plants need to be kept under control in your garden – I tend to have to 
divide astrantias, crocosmias and persicarias every couple of years so that they 
don’t take over completely. Other plants might be rampant in your patch. 
Last but not least, I expect many of you are busy harvesting both from your own 
garden and in the hedgerows. Picking all the fruit and vegetables might well be a 
daily job so that you get to them before the local wildlife. It’s definitely time to dig out 
recipes for jams and chutneys to make the most of the harvest. Blackberry gin 
anybody?                                                                                             Daphne Knott 
 

 
Bourton Village Hall 

The Trustees of the Village Hall are pleased to inform you that the Hall has reopened 
for private hirings and classes. We have undertaken an exhaustive risk assessment 
to ensure the premises are Covid19-safe, and have set maximum numbers 
permitted for various kinds of hiring. For details regarding conditions and restrictions 
currently attached to hiring, please go in the first instance to the Bourton Village 
website: bourtondorset.com, or contact Paul Curry npaulc1@outlook.com tel 
01747840432 or Cathy Moorby cathymoorby27@gmail.com 
Village Lunches will restart September 14th, the next tea will be September 28th (see 
back page).  For information about Craft and Chat please contact Jenny Morgan 
01747 840710. We hope to start film nights in October. We look forward to seeing 
you all again soon. 
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Regular Weekly Events 
 

 
Weekdays 
 
 
 
 

 
Preschool 
 
 
The ZAC (Zeals 
Afterschool Club) 

08.45 – 15.15 at the Preschool Playing 
Fields, West Bourton  
(term time only) 
 

Daily 3.30 – 6 pm at Whitesheet School, 
Zeals. Contact Ross Coad 01747 841531 

Tue Pilates 
Tummies, Tiddlers & 
Toddlers 
 

10 am – 11 am ZVH 
1.30 –3.00 pm at St. George’s School Hall 
(term time only); entrance across the field.  

Wed Pilates 
Bell-ringing practice 
 

9.15 – 10.15 a.m. ZVH 
7.30-9.00 pm at St Martin’s Zeals  
fortnightly.  Beginners and lapsed ringers 
welcome. 

Fri Friday Fun Club 
 
Beavers 
 
 
Cubs 
 
 
Choir Practice 

10 – 11.30 am (term time) Whitesheet 
School (Zeals) Hall 

18.00-19.00  Bourton Village Hall 

Contact Anne Martin 07483 893006 

anne.martin9@btinternet.com  

19.15-20.45  Bourton Village Hall 
Contact George Cadnam on 07718 785738 
/ gcadders@hotmail.com 
Most Fridays (6-7pm) at St Martin’s Zeals. 
New singers welcome. Contact Tom 
Wheare 01747 840 622 
 

 
 
 
 
 

is 

NEIL CURTIS 
INTERIOR & EXTERIOR PAINTING 

GENERAL PROPERTY  MAINTENANCE 
                   

             Established 1969 

 
          PLEASE CALL 

01747 840606 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:anne.martin9@btinternet.com
mailto:gcadders@hotmail.com
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6th Zeals Walkers      page 8 
6th Elizabethan Evening, Corsley    page 9 
14th Bourton  Village Lunch 12.30pm, BVH 
16th Bourton  Gardening Club 7.00pm, BVH   page 8 
28th Bourton  Village Tea 3.00pm, BVH  
 

 
  

Final Fond Farewell to Jolyon Waterfield 
A very large group of friends and fellow parishioners, who of course were not 
permitted (for Covid reasons) to attend his funeral, gathered on Zeals village 
green on 26th June to bid a final farewell to Jolyon Waterfield. The sailors’ and 
seafarers’ hymn, Eternal Father Strong to Save, was sung by everybody on the 
green, and spontaneous applause followed Jol’s coffin into church.   A Memorial 
Service will be held in due course, when circumstances permit. 

 
 

 
 

Contributions for the October edition by  

Friday 18th September please 


