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Parish Contacts   
 Priest in Charge: The Rev Graham Perryman              01747 840221 
 Licensed Lay Minister: Brian Martin                         01747 840433  
 Licensed Lay Minister: Mona Tyler                       01985 844509 
 Lay Worship Leader: Caroline Worthington    01747 840266 
 Lay Pastoral Assistant: Vicky Goodfellow                   01747 840443 
 Lay Pastoral Assistant: Barbara Borwell               01747 840141  
 Lay Pastoral Assistant: Georgie Dennison-Pender   01747 840533             
 Parish office                                                               01747 840221 
 Parish office/Rectory email                                    parishoffice@upperstour.net 
 Parish website               www.upperstour.net 
 Facebook Group              Parish of Upper Stour 

 

Enquiries regarding Baptisms/Christenings, Weddings and Funerals 
 to Rev Graham Perryman (contact details above) 

 

Upper Stour Magazine Contacts 
Editor: Celia Cotton 01985 844613 

Deputy Editor: Sue Evans 01747 840600 
Distribution Manager: Carol Affleck 01747 841359 

Invoicing Manager: Peter Booth 07594 959439 
Printed by Mail&Print: Berwick St Leonard 0845 362 0983 

 

All items for the October 2017 issue should be sent to 

the Editor at Bay Tree Cottage, Kilmington, Wiltshire BA12 6RG  
tel 01985 844613 email celiabeale@globalnet.co.uk   

 

by Friday 15th September 2017 at noon 
 

Take a look at  
the Parish Website 
www.upperstour.net 

and see also page16 for more  
 

 
 

Mobile Library Times  
September 2017 

 

Sept 14, 28 Zeals  43 Zeals Rise 10.10-10.30 am 
                 School              10.35-11.15 am 
 
Sept 14, 28 Kilmington Home Gd Club 11.25-11.35 am 

                          School            11.40 am-12.05pm 
     

mailto:parishoffice@upperstour.net
http://www.upperstour.net/
mailto:celiabeale@globalnet.co.uk
http://www.upperstour.net/
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Greetings from Graham 
 

 
Dear Friends,  
 
New Term…? 
I find it strange that, many years after leaving institutions that work on a year 
beginning in September, this time of year still feels like a new start.  
 
For those involved in our local schools, whether as teachers, assistants, 
governors or Open the Book story-tellers, it is indeed a new start.  
 
For children starting a new school, and for pupils beginning a new class, 
September heralds a new start, with new uniforms, bags and books. Adverts 
for ‘Back to School’ products seem to begin appearing even before the 
summer holiday has begun. I remember clearly the dismay that those ads 
brought me as a young person, and suspect that for many they still bring a 
mild sense of panic.   
 
As a parish, September also seems to spawn a host of activities, about which 
you will read elsewhere in the magazine, or on our new website.  9

th
 

September is the Bourton Show and the Ride and Stride Historic Churches 
event; Housegroups are restarting, The Alpha Course launches on Sunday 
evenings, a new service on Monday mornings begins in Westfields Community 
room, the Three Counties Choir begins to rehearse Brahms German 
Requiem…not to mention the Dogs Without Collars concert/dance on 22

nd
 

September (from the sublime to the ridiculous in one step…!).  
 
Feel free to contact the parish office if you need any further information on any 
of these, and we’ll try to point you in the right direction.  
 
New start…?  
If September heralds a new beginning for schools and churches, perhaps it 
might also bring a new start for our relatinoship with Jesus. In church recently, 
we heard the wonderful story of that occasion when Peter was called by Jesus 
to walk on water. What an amazing experience that must have been – until he 
started sinking.  
 
Jesus didn’t write Peter off as a failure, but put out his hand, helped him up, 
and gave him a new start - the first of many. He still makes the same offer 
today. Are you ready to take his hand?  

 
And finally 
The secret of a good sermon is to have a good beginning and a good ending; 
and to have the two as close together as possible. 
 
Your friend in Christ,  

Graham                         Rev Graham Perryman 
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S I L T O N   S U R G E R Y 
GPs Dr Neil Harding, Dr Moyra Reid 

Silton Surgery, Gillingham Road, Bourton, Dorset  SP8 5DF 
Tel:  01747 840226 

(Just off the B3092 from Bourton to Gillingham) 
We offer a wide range of services 

including family planning and travel advice. 
We accept patients from a seven mile radius. 

Same day appointments available (phone before 10.00 am) 
See Surgery Newsletter for details 

In an emergency please phone the Surgery:  01747 840226 
Repeat Prescription line:  01747 840950 

 

Kilmington & Stourton Women’s Institute 
 

Kilmington and Stourton WI will restart after the summer break on 26th 
September, when the Speaker will be Georgie Peaurt, on Reflexology. 

For further information contact: Secretary Caroline Harris 07795 180845  
or Jane Parker 01985 844 248 

 

St George’s 100 Club 
 

June & July winners 
 

June 
1st Prize - Mrs Gill Whitehead 
2nd Prize - Mr Peter Williams 

 

July 
1st Prize - Mrs Lyn Rose 

2nd Prize - Mr Andrew Sturt 
 

The results are now also included on 
the www.bourtondorset.org website 
shortly after they have taken place 

each month. 

All enquiries to Ruth Burrows 
telephone 01747 840371 

 

More members required - to join 
please visit my table at the 

September Show  
on 9th September 

 
 

 
Contact: 

 

Mrs Ruth Burrows 
Rowan Lodge, Olde Fairfield 

Bourton, SP8 5YG 
(01747 840371) 

 
St Martin's 

 Millennium Club 
 

July & August Winners 
 

I Snook 
K Maidment 
C Spencer 
J Palfrey 
P Chislett 
J Rowe 

C Blackmore 
D Corbin 

 

The September draw will take 
place on 7

th
 September  

 at Zeals Motors. 
 

 

Contact Nigel Blackmore 
01747 841110 
SDC Lott 842 
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Green Fingers : September 
from the not so green fingered! 

Flower of the month is the gaudy dahlia.  September is generally a more 
settled month than August, but the days are noticeably shorter so make 
the most of the remaining warmth while you can. 
Top jobs this month: 

 Take cuttings from pelargoniums and fuchsias. 

 Divide herbaceous perennials. 

 Collect seed from annuals that have finished flowering. 

 Sow seed for next year's annuals (eg sweet peas, calendula , 
ammi etc) 

 Continue to harvest veg and fruit. 

 Clean out greenhouses and cold frames so that they are ready to 
overwinter your tender plants. 

 Order, buy and plant spring flowering bulbs . 
Pippa Schofield 

 

BOURTON GARDENING CLUB 
SEPTEMBER 2017 MEETING  
Wednesday 20th September 

7.30 pm Bourton Village Hall 

The National Gardens Scheme 
Dave Moon 

~~ and AGM ~~ 

Visitors welcome.  Any enquiries please call 01747 841217 
 

Zeals Walkers 
On a warm sunny Sunday morning the Zeals walkers set off on a walk around 
Nunney, starting with a look around the castle built in 1373 and badly 
damaged by the Roundheads in later years. The walk was mainly along the 
Nunney brook through fields of broad beans waiting to be harvested.  
Thankfully there was not much climbing or stiles to deal with but glorious 
countryside views. We also stopped along the way to admire some show 
jumping which we had not expected.  Returning to Nunney we stopped at the 
church to try to find a cannonball which was lodged in one of the walls by the 
Roundheads when they damaged the castle. Unless it was right up in the spire 
we did not come across it. There were 18 for lunch at the George Inn. 
The next walk will be on September 3

rd
, meeting at the usual time 10 am Zeals 

garage.             Mary Lissenburg & Ros Wardell  
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Zeals Soup Lunches 
Zeals soup lunches will start again on Monday, September 18

th
, in Zeals 

Village Hall at 12.30 pm. As usual, there will be soup and bread, cheese and 
biscuits, fruit, and coffee or tea with cake or cookies. The cost is £3. If you 
would like transport to the hall, please contact Ros Wheare on 01747 840622 
Subsequent soup lunches this year will be on October 16

th
, November 20

th
, 

and December 18
th
; and in 2018 on January 15

th
, February 19

th
, March 19

th
, 

and April 16
th
.  

 

Bourton Village Fete 
The Village Fete at Bourton – has it a future? 

See Parish Council Report on page 18 for an important announcement about 
the future of Bourton Village Fete 

 
 

 
 

Alex Merrick - Partner 
 

07872 624609 / 01985 845144 
www.alexmerrick.tpllp.com 

 

Pensions, Retirement Income Options, 
Investments and Protection 
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Zeals Green Parties 
The venue for your next big party: 

Wedding Reception, Big Birthday, or Special Gathering 
We have space for enormous marquees, plenty of parking for cars (both on 
tarmac and grass), electrical power, water and refrigerators (to keep the booze 
cold) as well as lots of storage space. We even have flood lights should you 
want them. All this for £500. One minute from the A303 – see our website for 
the full opportunity: www.zealsgreenparties.co.uk or call 01747 840847 

 
 

Zeals Parish Council 
Meeting on Thursday 14th September at 7pm - Zeals Village Hall 

 

~~ AND ~~ 
 

Defibrillator Awareness Training 
Tuesday 26 September Zeals Village Hall at 7pm 

Open to all 

 
 

 

White Lion Inn 
 

 

Live Music every Friday Night! 
 

 
 

High Street, Bourton, Dorset. SP8 5AT 

01747 840866           www.whitelionbourton.co.uk 
 

http://www.zealsgreenparties.co.uk/
http://www.whitelionbourton.co.uk/
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Red Lion @ Kilmington new opening times 
 

MONDAY AND TUESDAY 
BAR OPEN 11am to 8pm 
Lunch served noon – 2pm 

Afternoon Tea and Light Snacks served 3pm – 5pm 
 

WEDNESDAY TO SATURDAY 
BAR OPEN 11am to 9pm 
Lunch served noon – 2pm 

Afternoon Tea and Light Snacks served 3pm – 5pm 
Evening Meals served 5pm – 8pm 

 

SUNDAY 
BAR OPEN noon – 6pm 

Sunday Lunch served noon – 5pm 
                                                  Afternoon Tea 3pm – 5pm 

 

Telephone 01985 844263 for bookings and further details 

 

 

Zeals Village Hall 
 

 The Committee welcomes you to use your Village Hall,  
which is available at reasonable rates, and is perfect for  

children’s parties, family functions etc. 
Please contact Barbara Moodie at Zeals Village Shop 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

CAR BOOT 
& TABLE TOP SALE 

 
 

Saturday 23rd September 
 9am-1pm 

 

at St George's School Bourton 
 
 

Refreshments and Cake Sale 
 

Sellers £8 Buyers 50p donation 
 

All proceeds in aid of new school library 

 

EVERYONE IS WELCOME! 

SHREEN HARMONY 
 

Do you enjoy a good sing? 
Are you an alto, bass, or a tenor 

(lady or gentleman)? 
If so, then please consider 

joining us! 
- no auditions 

- ability to read music  
not essential 

 

Come for an informal 'taster' on 
Thursday 7th September 7pm  
 
Mere United Reformed Church 
Boar Street, Mere, BA12 6DD 
 

Contact 01747 840913  
for more information 

 



9 
 

Country Calendar September 
 

By all these lovely tokens 
September days are here, 

With summer's best of weather, 
And autumn's best of cheer! 

Helen Hunt-Jackson 
 

After the fabulous high temperatures of June we were hopeful that it might 
continue. Patience is a virtue when the weather is so taxing! With harvest not 
yet complete, and all the autumn work to follow, we occupy our time with 
another type of harvest: sorting out the lambs - the fat lambs ready to go to 
market and the ones we keep for breeding. Some might think this is a sad time 
literally sending the “lambs to slaughter” but that is why we have them, not just 
for viewing purposes. This is the culmination of the lamb harvest, and lamb is 
one of my favourite Sunday roasts.  
We as a country have the highest animal welfare standards and the best 
codes of practice to which our farming industry complies and takes very 
seriously. As farmers we are proud of how we look after our animals and our 
high standards are often forgotten. Choosing British food means you are 
buying quality ingredients produced by hardworking British farmers. The Red 
Tractor logo is a guarantee that you are buying the best of British food, which 
can be traced back to the farm. I certainly am very worried about chlorinated 
washed chicken and antibiotic hormone growth fed beef produced in huge 
feedlots. A feedlot or feed yard is a type of Confined Animal Feeding 
Operation which is used for finishing livestock, notably beef cattle, prior to 
slaughter. They may contain thousands of animals in an array of pens where 
animal welfare is certainly not on the agenda. This controversial food 
production is probably heading our way from the USA, and double standards 
springs to mind; surely consumers will not want to buy it, let alone eat it! 
At least our cattle and sheep are enjoying their natural environment, grazing 
lush green pastures, thanks to our wonderful British climate! But oh some dry 
weather would certainly be a bonus!  
Our families of swallows are gathering on the telegraph wires, their time to 
migrate back to Southern Africa only days away. I always feel a little sad when 
they have gone. They have produced their young and have a six week journey 
back to warmer climes.  Yet when they return I shall be looking forward to the 
tiny patter of four hooves. My horse, Annie, is expecting a foal, and am I ever 
excited?!  I am keeping everything crossed that all goes well. The gestation 
time for a horse is 11 months and 11 days. I shall keep you informed of her 
progress! 

 Jane Parker 
 



10 
 

 

 
 

 

L C HILL & SON 
FAMILY FUNERAL DIRECTORS  

Personal Service Day & Night 
Pre Payment Funeral Plans. Memorials 

Private Chapels of Rest 
WATER STREET, MERE (01747) 860361 

email: lchillandson@aol.co.uk 
Telephone for arrangements and consultations 

 to be made in the privacy of your own home or at our office if preferred 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Bourton Parish Council 
Meeting on  

Monday 25th September 2017 
in Bourton Village Hall at 7pm 

  
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

  CLIFFORD T. SHEAN LTD 
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS   EST 1972 

Spring Rise, Bourton, Gillingham, Dorset. SP8 5DB 

www.cliffordtshean.co.uk 

 Lighting Installations 

 Part & Full Rewires 

 Installation and Periodic Certification 

 Solar PV Installation 
 PAT Testing 

 Heating & Under floor Electric Heating 

 Commercial & Agricultural Installations 

 Home Automation 
Please telephone 01747 822604 for a free estimate or  

email: office@cliffordtshean.co.uk 

                         

mailto:lchillandson@aol.co.uk
http://www.cliffordtshean.co.uk/
mailto:office@cliffordtshean.co.uk
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Open the Book : Report, July 2017 
The traditions of Sunday School have sadly passed from most rural areas, 
although many are prospering in town situations. A few years ago we researched 
two main programmes which have replaced that core teaching: Open the Book and 
Messy Church.  
Open the Book was chosen. Aimed at primary school children and using The 
Storyteller Bible by Bob Hartman, it is a rolling 3 year programme of weekly Bible 
stories.  Every Wednesday the assembly in St George’s and Whitesheet Academy 
is taken by someone from the church using the Open the Book programme.  As a 
team, we dramatize the story between 5 and 6 times a term, and in September we 
will begin year 3 of the programme. 
This academic year we started with stories of the first Christians. The importance 
of prayer was demonstrated with the story of Peter in prison.  We often get the 
children to join in with sound effects such as wind and everyone clapping on cue 
for lightening.  Tissue paper features in many of our presentations, such as the 
healing of Naaman!   
When talking about the Kingdom of Heaven, Jesus said the mustard seed is one of 
the smallest, but becomes a tree where birds can find shelter in its branches.  Our 
group is passionate about what we do – the smallest seed has all the possibilities; 
we are just playing our part. If you feel you could join our team please talk to me.   
       Glenis Allen (01747 840948)  

 

Kilmington House Group: Report, August 2017 
The group, jointly led by Brian Martin and Harry Allen, meets on Wednesday at 
7.30 in Fiona Redfearn-McNabb’s house in Kilmington.  There are currently seven 
regular members. The evening usually starts with pouring a glass of red wine 
which is slowly drained as we discuss the Bible passage we are studying.  The 
group usually uses the “Cover-to-Cover” Bible study guides. A section of the Bible 
is divided into 7 sections with notes and questions which we read and discuss 
during the evening. Recent studies have covered the following: 

 Nehemiah – Principles for life by Selwyn Hughes 

 Galatians – Freedom in Christ by John Houghton 

 Advent study – This was 4 videos  by Dr Ralf F Wilson  

 Revelations 1-3 – Christ’s call to the Church by John Houghton 

 Lent – A study  based on the film of Steven Hawkings life entitled “The 
Theory of Everything”.  

 Standing Firm in Truth – by John Stott. This was started before the 
summer break and will be continued in September.  

Harry Allen (01747 840948 for further details) 
 

Bourton Tea in the Garden 
THANK YOU to all those who kindly supported Tea in our garden on 23rd July. 

Although it rained we had a good time and raised £317 for St George’s 
Church, Bourton. You were 5 star supporters! 

Margaret Martin 
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September Show  
at St George’s Bourton 
Saturday September 9th 2-4pm 

 

to be followed by Auction of Produce 
and Awards Ceremony 

 

Teas, Tombola, Cake Stall 
 

Schedules and entry forms from Bourton Garage,  
Zeals Post Office, Stourton Farm Shop 

 

One entry form per person please to be completed and returned  
by 6pm on Wednesday 6

th
 September. 

Exhibits should be delivered to church between 4-7pm on 8
th
 September. 

 

It’s not too late to have a go! 
Enquiries Carolyn Green 01747 840517 or Glenis Allen 01747 840948 

  

REFORMATION 500 – Moving On 
Wiltshire Churches Together 

 invite you to 

An evening to inform and come together 
Friday 20 October   7.00 – 9.00 pm 

(Light refreshments from 7.00, Speakers from 7.30) 
Market Lavington Community Hall, St Marys Road SN10 4DG 

 

October 2017 marks 500 years since the protest of Matin Luther against the practices 
of indulgences by proclaiming 95 Theses touching on questions of grace, repentance 
and forgiveness. 
We mark the 500

th
 anniversary of Luther’s action as an opportunity for churches to: 

 strengthen relationships with one another 

 deepen reconciliation between us for the sake of our witness to the Gospel 

 promote reflection on what reformation means to us today. 
Reformation 500 – Moving On is an evening of learning and discussion to reflect on 
these things.  

Key Speakers: 
Revd Dr Anna-Clair Thomasson-Rosingh, Director of Studies, Centre for Formation 

in Ministry, Sarum College  
Revd Michael robertson,  Ecumenical Officer on the Commission for Dialogue and 

Unity, Clifton Diocese. 
Contact: Liz Overthrow, Wiltshire Churches Together: 

liz.overthrow@btinternet.com / 01380 722404 

mailto:liz.overthrow@btinternet.com
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The Filling Station 
The Filling Station is not a new church denomination. Its aim is to help bring 
Christian renewal and evangelism with a particular focus on rural communities. 
People attend from a variety of Christian denominations. Meetings are 
designed to be overtly spiritual, but presented in a manner that those outside 
the existing church would feel comfortable in experiencing. It is a place to 
network and make new friends, but more importantly a place to build faith and 
meet God. 
Meetings are held at Bruton School for Girls every 4

th
 Wednesday at 7.30pm. 

Please contact Rev’d Graham Perryman or Vicky Goodfellow for more 
information or transport. 

Stitch Together 
Imagine that you are doing a bit of sewing. You are not an expert, but you do know 
how to draw together the seam that has been pulled apart so that the garment can 
be worn once more. Your stitches might shy away from the inspection of an expert: 
but you know your limitations, so you are going over the same place twice so what 
you lack in expertise you make up for in effort! 
It might be a bit of a rough job but you will be content as long as the stitches hold. 
God’s people do not always get it right. They are not all teachers, advisors or 
counsellors and thus they may feel themselves to be ill equipped to help others: 
but this is not true. 
All of us can work with the heavenly Father to stitch His people together in unity 
through prayers and loving ways. Our services will never be rejected because they 
are not up to standard, for prayers and loving ways are God’s own work and they 
can never fail. We just have to wait in the wings to be used as the channel through 
which the healing grace can pour.                     Mona Tyler LLM 

 

From the Registers 
 

Baptisms 
Sun 13

th
  August, St Mary, Kilmington - Selina Diana Hunt 

Sun 20
th
 August, St Martin’s Zeals – Elizabeth Jane Lisa Bartlett 

Sun 27
th
 August, St Peter's, Stourton - Ella Florence Alexandra Hoare 

Funerals 
26

th
 July, St George's, Bourton  -  Betty Potter 

28
th
 July, St Martin's, Zeals  -  Peter Gordon Gatehouse 

10
th
  August, St George's, Bourton - Thanksgiving for the life of David Burfitt 

17
th
  August, St George's, Bourton  - Mary Marjorie Hasby 

29
th
  August, St Martin's, Zeals - Heather Rosalind Love 

 Weddings 
1

st
 July, St Peter's, Stourton - Louise Howard & Liam McConnell 

8
th
 July, St Peter's, Stourton - Alexander Harris & Sarah Witcher 

5
th
 August, St Peter's, Stourton - Terrence Love & Lesley Bennett 

26 August, St Peter's, Stourton - Terry Thorne & Nicole Hannam 
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SERVICES FOR SEPTEMBER 2017 
 

 

Sunday 3rd Trinity 12 
10.00 am Parish Communion at St George’s Bourton 
 
 

Sunday 10th  Trinity 13 
10.00 am Parish Communion at St Mary’s Kilmington 
 Preacher: Mona Tyler LLM 
 
 

Sunday 17th Trinity 14 
10.00 am US@10 All Age Worship at St Martin’s Zeals 
  Led by Brian Martin 
 
 

Sunday 24th Trinity 15  
10.00 am Parish Communion at St Peter’s Stourton 
 Baptism of Emily Merrick 
4.00 pm Choral Evensong at St Peter’s Stourton 

 
October 2017 
Sunday 1st  Trinity 16  

10.00 am Harvest Holy Communion at St Mary’s Kilmington 
 

 

Weekday Prayers 
 

Mondays 9 am  Morning Prayer (CW) at St George’s Bourton 
Wednesdays 5.00 pm Prayer Time at St Martin’s Zeals 
Thursdays 9 am  Morning Prayer (BCP) at St Mary’s Kilmington 
Fridays 8.30 am  Morning Prayer at St Peter’s Stourton 

 

 

The Alpha Course  
Alpha is a series of informal sessions exploring the Christian faith. It runs all 
around the globe, and everyone's welcome. Alphas generally have three key 
things in common: food, a talk and good conversation. We will be holding the 
first evening on Sunday 24th September. This will be a taster session - come 
along and see what you think. No obligation or pressure to complete the 
course. Call or email the parish office to book a place on the taster evening. 
parishoffice@upperstour.net / 01747 840221 

Graham Perryman 
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Dogs Without Collars 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Barking Back In Darset 
7.30pm Friday 22nd September 
Bourton Village Hall SP8 5BJ 

 

 

Tickets £10 from Bourton & Zeals shops, 
Jane (01747 840149) or Celia (01985 844613) 

Bar & nibbles available. Doors open 7pm.  
 

Bring your dancing shoes! 
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Westfields Service 
Some residents find attending our 10.00am service on Sundays difficult for all 
kinds of reasons. To help with this situation, we will be starting a (roughly) 
fortnightly Communion service in the Community Hall at Westfields, Zeals, on 
Monday mornings at 10.30. This will be a shorter service, in the warmth and 
comfort of the community room, and will include the tea/coffee and a chance to 
chat and meet new friends. All welcome! 

 

Upper Stour Parish Website 
The PCC is pleased to advise that the website www.upperstour.net,  which is a 
completely new site, was launched on  30

th
 June 2017.   It includes details of 

numerous events, not just church services but also local groups, meetings and 
other dates with times and locations which we hope will be helpful both to 
existing residents of the four villages, but also newcomers and visitors. 
We hope you find the information pages useful, but if errors or omissions are 
found, please do email details to the website manager via the website’s own 
contact-us option. Please let us know full details of any local and church items 
you feel should be included for the next twelve months, or details of 
corrections, mis-spellings etc.  
With the support of this magazine’s editor, we shall be including a link to the 
current and past 12 months magazines, should you want to check back on a 
previous item within them. We hope to hear that you find the website useful. 

Ashley Kemp 
 

Parish Catering Days: 28
th

 & 29
th

 October 
Sue Evans will again be running a produce stall and would be grateful for any 
jams, chutneys etc which have been/will be made between now and the 
October weekend (smebad@btinternet.com/01747 840600).  Equally, we will 
again be hoping for copious supplies of cakes and offers of help.   Please be in 
touch with me (celiabeale@globalnet.co.uk/01985 844613) or Jane Parker 
(jane.homefarm@gmail.com/01985 844248).  Very many thanks in advance 

Celia Cotton 

  
Join us on 9

th
 September for a sponsored 

cycle ride, horse ride or walk. Visit our 
beautiful churches and chapels to raise money 
for your own church and the Wiltshire Historic 
Churches Trust. For sponsor forms, lists of 
participating churches, to sponsor Graham, or 

for any further information, contact the Parish Office on 01747 840221 or email 
parishoffice@upperstour.net. Thank you.   

Revd. Graham F Perryman 

http://www.upperstour.net/
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SIMON NICHOLLS 
INTERIOR & EXTERIOR 

PAINTING WORK UNDERTAKEN 

PLUS GENERAL PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 
 

REASONABLE RATES 
 

RING FOR A QUOTE 
 

01747 840300 07852 355086 (MOBILE) 

 

 
 Opening of a New Almshouse 

in Zeals : 30th June 2017 
←Revd Graham Perryman opening a 

new almshouse (for the first time in 152 

years) pictured with the new resident, 

Richard Stokes. 

Historically many medieval almshouses 

were created by people of Christian faith 

and usually incorporated a chapel.  As a 

result most were regarded as chantries 

and were dissolved during the 

Reformation. 
The Chafyn Grove Almshouses in Zeals 
were established in 1865 by William 
Chafyn Grove for 4 houses in memory of 
his mother. 
Since 1865 the houses have been 
administered by a Committee.  
 
 
 

 
 

We are welcoming, friendly  
and will support you all the way. 

 

Tuesday 9.30 am 
Vicarage School Rooms, Gillingham 

(new venue from 5th September) 

Wednesday 10am, 5pm and 7pm 
                                                     Memorial Hall, Wincanton 

For more information please contact: Charlie 07827 323646 
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News from Parish Councils 
 

Bourton 
The Parish Council met on 24

th
 July, when the future of the village fete was 

discussed.  In July it was held again, kindly organised by Jim Mann, who has 
organised the fete for several years. It was felt that he could not be expected 
to do another year and the village is immensely grateful to him for contributing 
greatly to many areas of village life. 
The Parish Council felt the residents of Bourton and other readers should be 
asked what they felt about the future of the fete, as encapsulated in the 
following questions (noting that it frequently rains on the day of the fete which 
reduces numbers and possible attractions!) 
1. Do we want a fete at all? 
2. If we do, should next year be a year off? 
3. Should the fete be alternate years in future? 
4. Is the timing right – at the end of the school term in July? (traditionally this 

has been to maximise the use of marquees on the field.) 
5. Do we need a working group to plan the fete ?  If so, would YOU be 

prepared to help either in the planning or in any other way? 
6. What attractions would you like to see at a future fete? 
7. How can we improve on current attractions? 
8. How should the funds be split ? – remember there are costs underwritten 

this year by the Parish Council and Village Hall Committee. 
9. Any other comments or helpful ideas please! 
 

Comments should be sent by the end of September please to the Clerk to the 
Parish Council (parishclerk@bourtondorset.org) or to Margaret Martin 
(bookworminbourton@gmail.com)  

Helen Bedford - parishclerk@bourtondorset.org - 07566 205767 

Kilmington 
Kilmington Parish Council held an extra meeting on 2

nd
 August to discuss a 

planning application for holiday let accommodation on Kilmington Common.  In 
addition there was an update on the possibility of part funding a Speed 
Indicator Device (SID) jointly with other local villages. 
The next Parish Council meeting will be held on Thursday, 14

th
 September. 

Graham Cotton, Chairman 
 

 

Stourton with Gasper 
Traffic calming issues on village roads, including placing a counter across the 
road in Stourton Lane and Speed Indicator Devices, are being considered by 
the PC and it is expected that decisions on these will be taken at the next 

mailto:bookworminbourton@gmail.com
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Parish Council meeting which is being held on Friday 29 September in the 
Memorial Hall. Please note earlier start time of 6.30 pm [see page 20]. 
Wiltshire Council has informed us that we are amongst several other parishes 
where white line repainting is still outstanding but it is hoped the works will be 
completed shortly.   
The annual accounts for the year ending 31 March 2017 have been signed off 
by the External auditors and found to be satisfactory – full details are on the 
notice board and website. 

Ruth Burrows, Stourton with Gasper Parish Clerk 
 

Zeals 
The last meeting of the Parish Council was very well attended by members of 
the public. Four local residents were co-opted onto the Council. All of the 
names and contact details of those serving our community as councillors have 
been posted on the village's website (www.hugofox.com – click on Community 
and then type in Zeals) and on the noticeboard by the Village Hall. 
After covering those planning applications that had been supported by the 
Parish Council over the past two months, councillors reported on and 
discussed a number of key issues directly affecting the local community, and 
these were: some petty but unwelcome acts of vandalism and the PCSO's 
response; the lighting of bonfires; a possible litter picking initiative; parking 
issues along Chapel Lane and by the Village Hall; the continued good 
progress of Whitesheet Academy; man-hole and drain issues after heavy 
rainfall along New Road, as well as possibly using speed indicator devices in 
those parts of the village not included within the traffic calming scheme. 
Readers are reminded that the full minutes of the latest meeting can be viewed 
on the website and they are also displayed on the noticeboard by the Village 
Hall. The next meeting of the Parish Council is on Thursday 7 September at 
7pm, with the Defibrillator Awareness Course scheduled for 7 pm on Tuesday 
26 September [see page 7]                    Graham Edgar, Clerk: 01747 840990 

 
 
 

 

The Stourton Memorial Hall 
in Stourton Village, next door to the Spread Eagle 

 

Please check www.stourtonmemorialhall.co.uk for availability for your event, 

as well as for dates of our wonderful film nights and suppers. 

Also, take a look at details of our grant scheme to help 

the parish of Stourton and Gasper 

 
 
 

http://www.hugofox.com/
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21

st
 Mere Literary Festival 2017 

October 9th – 15th 
 

Highlights Include: 
Monday 9th  Not the Red Baron, Geoff Pridmore talks about the display pilot 

who tragically died at Stourhead Gardens in 1995. Grove building 7.30pm. 

Tuesday 10th  Community Lunch, talk by Sue Evans about compiling ‘Merely 
a Festival’. 
The Unfortunate Captain Peirce & the Wreck of the Halsewell.  Philip 
Browne on one of England’s most dramatic maritime disaster. Grove building 
7.30pm. 

Wednesday11th  And The Rains Came, Joyce Lewis’ life as a missionary in 

Bangladesh. Grove building 2.30pm.  
Not Just Gertrude Jekyll, Christine Stones talks about the influential garden 
designer. Grove building 7.30pm. 

Thursday 12th  Film Night, come and see ‘Their Finest’ Lecture Hall 7.30pm. 

Friday 13th The Well Beloved, the women in Thomas Hardy’s life, Grove 
building 2.30pm. 
An Evening with Brian Freeland, telling about his often humerous life touring 
the world with theatre companies. Grove building 7.30pm. 

Saturday 14th  A Poetry Workshop, with Rosie Jackson. Grove Building 

10am - 12noon. 
Children’s Event, Michael Wills leads a workshop to make Egyptian Masks. 
Mere Library 2.30pm. 
Poetry in The Grove, Readings of the competition shortlist. Grove Building 
2.30pm 
The Life of Edward Thomas, the moving story of 1

st
 World War Poet by Mere 

Drama Society. Lecture Hall 7.30pm. 

Sunday 15th  Award Ceremony, Dawn Gorman who judged the poetry 
competition. [and book stalls]  Lecture Hall 2.30pm. 
 

 
MLF supports the Mere and District Link Scheme 

 
 
 

Stourton with Gasper Parish Council 
Parish Council Meeting on Friday 29 September. 

Stourton Memorial Hall at 6.30 pm  
please note earlier time 
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Elizabeth Gittoes 
 

 

Registered  
Osteopath   
 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Consultation by prior 
arrangement.  Please 
call  E l izabeth to make 

an appointment.  
 

Email: lizgittoes@yahoo.co.uk 
Telephone: 01747 840496 

 

The Old Pol ice House  

Stourton,  BA12 6QG.  

 
 

 

Designer paints  Wallpaper  Fabrics   
Curtain poles  Architectural Ironmongery 

Curtains & Blinds  Upholstery  
  

10d Wincombe Business Park, Shaftesbury, SP7 9QJ Tel: 01747 850150 

Open Monday - Friday 8.30am - 5.30pm 

www.comptonsmith.co.uk 
  

mailto:lizgittoes@yahoo.co.uk
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Unit 2, Eastern Works, Sutton Mandeville, Salisbury, Wiltshire, SP3 5NL 

 

 

 

                                                                        
 
 
                          

              
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Is your tank leaking?                   

We are your LOCAL specialists! 

 
 

 

 Emergency call out   

 Oil tank 

replacement/relocation 

 Tank clean & tank service  

 Licensed tank disposal 

 OFTEC registered  

 Check our website for our 

other services! 

  

 

For a professional, friendly and local service contact us on: 
01722 714514       www.tankservices.co.uk  
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SAND, GRAVEL & SOIL 
LARGE OR SMALL LOADS 

BAGGED OR LOOSE 
DELIVERED OR 

COLLECTED 
SUB SOIL / RUBBLE 

REMOVED 
STATION YARD, GILLINGHAM 

 
01747 822514 

WWW.JHROSEANSSONS.C
OM 
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Professional, Clean & Friendly Chimney Sweeping Services which 
include: 

 Traditional Chimney Sweeping  

 Rotary Power Sweeping  

 All/Any Open Fires & Log/Multi Fuel Burners 
Swept 

 Bird Nest removals 

 Smoke Testing 

 Chimney CCTV Inspections 

 Fully Insured 

 Member of the Insurance approved ‘Chimney 
Sweep Academy’ 

 Daytime, Evening & weekend appointments 

 Discounts for multiple chimneys 

 Senior Citizen discount 

 Smoke & Carbon Monoxide Detectors 
supplied and fitted.  

 

To book an appointment or for any advice please contact  
Brent on 07715 202 701  email chimneysweepservices@hotmail.com 

 
Kilmington Parish Council 

Parish Council Meeting on 14th September at 7.30pm 
at Whitesheet School, Butts Lane Kilmington 

 
Stourton Village Show, 6

th
 August 2017 

This year's show was a blast!  187 entries of all sorts - amazing art - wonderful 
fruit and vegetables - simply stunning flowers - with cakes, biscuits, jams and 
chutneys to die for.  The competition for the coveted Best in Show was intense 
and the judges probably had a harder job in this 63

rd
 annual show than ever 

before.  
In the end, Steve Harris's Plum Gin took the Cup - with the judges' comment 
that: 'Tasting it was like walking in an orchard eating alcoholic plums!'  The day 
was rounded off by Louise Harris and Sally Monkhouse cooking a roast pork 
supper for 60 very happy people...Just wonderful! 

Johnnie Gallop 
 

Full results on page 25 opposite →→→ 

Chimney Sweep Services 
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Stourton Village Show Results 2017 

You’ve got to Pickle Pocket or Two 
Dennis Chapple Perpetual Challenge Bowl  

Sarah Bolshaw 

Pump up the Jam 
Twining Perpetual Challenge Cup 

Jay Hoare 

Milk and Alcohol 
The Stourhead Platter 

Steve Harris 

That Takes the Biscuit 
The Stourton Competition Cup 

Graham Puxley 

Pat-a-Cake, Pat-a-Cake 
Stourton and Zeals WI Perpetual Challenge Cup 

Verity Parker 

All By Myself 
Richard Stratton Perpetual Challenge Cup 

Bella Hoare 

Eight Days a Week 
The St Peter’s Cup 

Octavia MacKenzie 

Let it Grow 
The Henry Hoare Challenge Cup 

Sally Monkhouse 

Route 66 
Bristol Cross Loving Cup 

Pat Booth 

Beans means Heinz 
Croplink Cup 

Pat Booth 

Polk Salad Annie 
Rochford Garden Machinery Perpetual Challenge Cup 

Richard Higgs 

Tutti Fruti 
The Stourton Show Fruit Bowl 

Nick Hoare 

You Don’t Bring Me Flowers 
Stourton Challenge Bowl 

Graham Puxley 

You Need Hands 
Hill Brush Company Perpetual Challenge Cup 

Gillian Baring 

Art for Art’s Sake 
Wynne Memorial Trophy 

Kate McAlmount 

My Camera Never Lies 
BM Godley Memorial Bowl 

Sarah Bolshaw 

Yummy in my Tummy 
Crawford Challenge Cup 

Sam Gittoes 

Round and Round the Garden 
Zeals First School Challenge Cup 

Frey Greenhalgh 

Best in Show  
The National Trust Perpetual Challenge Cup 

Steve Harris 

The Henry Hoare Family Cup Gittoes Family 
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Bourton Village Hall 

FILM NIGHTS 

12
th
 SEPTEMBER VICEROY'S HOUSE 

The film is set in Delhi as British rule is coming to an end and partition takes place, the 
consequences of which are still felt today. 

Starring Hugh Bonneville and Gillian Anderson 

10th  OCTOBER ANOTHER MOTHER'S SON 

14th  NOVEMBER INTERLUDE IN PRAGUE 

11th  DECEMBER tba 

Tickets for sale at Bourton and Zeals Garages £6 

Bar and Door open 7pm film starts 7.30pm 
VILLAGE LUNCHES 

Second Monday in the month all welcome from surrounding villages. 
£3 for soup, roll, cheese, cake and coffee. 

MAIN HALL AND COMMITTEE ROOM  
Available for hire - contact Cathy Moorby 01747 840709 

 

WHITESHEET SCHOOL 
As Chair of Governors at Whitesheet School I am writing to reassure residents 
about the future of the school. Since our most encouraging Ofsted in November 
last year when the school received an assessment as ‘Good’ we have been in 
some turmoil. Following the inspection, our Headteacher Mrs Brooker, became 
sick and we had a series of temporary headteachers put in place by the Academy 
Trust. This was inevitable given the uncertainty of the return of Mrs Brooker and 
this was not resolved until spring 2017, when it was clear she would not be 
returning. The Academy Trust continued to appoint temporary headteachers whilst 
more long term arrangements were considered. 
The lack of stability has been very damaging to the reputation of the school and 
has led to some families moving their children to other schools. However, we are 
now in a much more positive place. The Trust asked Mrs Sarah Sprague, one of 
their consultants, to be our temporary Headteacher. Sarah is a very experienced 
primary headteacher and is effecting real change in the school for pupils and staff. 
We are delighted that she will be with us at least until December 2017, when we 
hope to have appointed a new headteacher starting in January 2018. The 
headteacher post will be advertised early in the Autumn Term.  We are fully staffed 
for the autumn and will be working hard to rebuild parental trust which is vital to the 
success of all schools. The Kilmington site is mothballed for the immediate future 
and school meals will be provided by a school in Wincanton from September. 
Traditionally, Whitesheet has been an intimate village school with a strong 
reputation for caring for the school family. It has given children a strong 
educational and emotional base from which to move on to a secondary school. 
This will continue into the future as we are working hard to restore the traditional 
ethos of this Church school. I would ask readers to support us as we move 
forward. The Trust is determined to secure the future of the school, as are we on 
the Local Governing Board.                                                                  Margaret Martin 
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Regular Weekly Events 
 

Weekdays 
 
 
 
 

Preschool 
 
 
The ZAC (Zeals 
Afterschool Club) 

08.45 – 15.15 at the Preschool 
Playing Fields, West Bourton  
(term time only) 
daily 3.30 – 6 pm at Whitesheet 
school, Zeals. Contact Ross Coad 
01747 841531 

Tue Pilates 
Tummies, Tiddlers 
& Toddlers 
 

10 am – 11 am ZVH 
9.30 –11.00 am at St. George’s 
School Hall (term time only); entrance 
across the field.  

Wed Pilates 
Bell-ringing 
practice 
 

9.15 – 10.15 a.m. ZVH 
7.30-9.00 pm at St Martin’s Zeals  
fortnightly.  Beginners and lapsed 
ringers welcome. 

Fri Friday Fun Club 
 
Beavers 
 
 
Cubs 
 
 
Choir Practice 

10 – 11.30 am (term time) Whitesheet 
School (Zeals) Hall 

18.00-19.00  Bourton Village Hall 

Contact Anne Martin 07483 893006 

anne.martin9@btinternet.com  
19.15-20.45  Bourton Village Hall 
Contact George Cadnam on 07718 
785738 / gcadders@hotmail.com 
Most Fridays (6-7pm) at St Martin’s 
Zeals. New singers welcome. Contact 
Tom Wheare 01747 840 622 

 
The Three Counties Choir 

The Three Counties Choir will start meeting again on Thursday, September 
21

st
, at 7.30 pm in the hall at St George’s School, Bourton.   

 

The work we will be rehearsing is Brahms’ German Requiem, which will be 
performed on February 24

th
, 2018, in Gillingham Methodist Church.  

 
There is a subscription of £30 per singer to cover the hire of music, the 
rehearsal hall, and concert costs. 
  
New singers are always very welcome – previous experience is not required. 
For further details, contact Tom and Ros Wheare, 01747 840622, 
ros.wheare@gmail.com  
 

mailto:anne.martin9@btinternet.com
mailto:gcadders@hotmail.com
mailto:ros.wheare@gmail.com
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Dates for your Diary : September 2017 

2
nd

 Zeals Coffee Morning 10.30 - 12noon, ZVH   
3

rd
 Zeals Walkers, 10 am, Zeals shop   page 5 

4
th
 Shortmat Bowls 2.00pm, BVH 

5
th
         Craft and Chat 2.00pm, BVH 

7
th
         Zumba 7.00pm.BVH 

7
th
 Shreen Harmony, URC Mere, 7pm   page 8 

9
th
 Bourton September Show 2-4pm   page 12 

11
th
  Bourton village lunch 12.30pm, BVH 

             Shortmat Bowls 2.00pm 
12

th
       Film Night Viceroy's House 7.30pm, BVH  page 26 

14
th
       Zumba 7.00pm, BVH 

14
th
 Zeals Parish Council, 7pm, ZVH    page 7 

14
th
 Kilmington Parish Council, 7.30pm Whitesheet School  page 24 

18
th
 Zeals Soup Lunch, 12.30, ZVH    page 6 

18
th
       Shortmat Bowls 2.00pm, BVH 

19
th
       Craft and Chat 2.00pm, BVH  

20
th
 Bourton Gardening Club, 7.30pm, BVH   page 5 

21
st
       Zumba 7.00pm 

22
nd

 Dogs without Collars 7.30pm, BVH   page 15 
23

rd
 Car Boot Sale, St George’s PTFA, 9am-1pm   page 8 

25
th
       Shortmat Bowls 2.00pm, BVH 

             Bourton Parish Council Meeting 7.00pm, BVH  page 10 
26

th
 Women’s Institute meeting    page 4 

26
th
 Defibrillator Awareness Training, 7pm, ZVH  page 7 

28
th
       Zumba 7.00pm, BVH 

29
th
 Stourton w Gasper Parish Council, 6.30pm SMH  page 20 

 
 

 
 

 

Deadline for contributions to the October Magazine:  
noon on Friday 15th September 


